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Please forward this bulletin into your networks and to interested colleagues

1       About the Interconnections Electronic Bulletin

 

It comes from Peter Limbrick who set up Interconnections in 1995 to offer independent consultancy to statutory and voluntary services in the field of babies and children who have disabilities / special needs. Peter is also Chair of the Handsel Trust (visit www.handseltrust.org)

 

The Interconnections Information Service
The Interconnections Electronic Bulletin is part of the Interconnections Information Service
and goes free to over 10,000 people (and growing) in all parts of the UK and Ireland and then finds it way into many other networks and countries. The Interconnections electronic address list includes people from health, education and social services, the voluntary and private sectors, parent organisations, research organisations, campaign offices, etc. People who receive the bulletin are welcome to forward it to their own colleagues and networks and to use the information in their newsletters and bulletins. 

 
Our electronic address list ; Please let me know when you want to add, remove or alter a name on the list. This can be done by e-mail, telephone, fax or post.

 

Peter Limbrick, Interconnections, Parks Farm, Clifford, Herefordshire, HR3 5HH.

Tel/fax: 01497 831550   E-mail: p.limbrick@virgin.net
 listings are not validated. we advise you to research before sending off any material or money and before giving information to any organisation

2       Interconnections Electronic Bulletin Website

 
Visited by an average of just over 7,130 people per month during the last 6 months.
The icwhatsnew.com website is part of the Interconnections Information Service.  

Past issues of this Electronic Bulletin can be found on the website (www.icwhatsnew.com) 
The website also holds other information about the work of Interconnections

 

This website is created and managed by e-Splash Design. Visit website: www.e-splashdesign.com
 

3
How to put your information into the next edition of this Bulletin
We hope you will want to use the Interconnections Electronic Bulletin – 
· to tell readers about your conference, training, or seminar

· to publish an article or a feature
· to spread the word about your good practice and innovative work

· to disseminate your research and survey findings 
· to get answers from readers to your questions 

· to voice an opinion 

· to advertise a vacancy 

· to tell readers about your organisation, service or campaign

· to tell readers about your website or newsletter 
· to tell readers about a new publication
· for your press release 

Do you have to pay to put your information into the Bulletin?
In the majority of cases this is a free service. 
However, to help fund this Information Service, we make a charge of £50 +VAT for up to 400 words for advertising products or services that generate income for any statutory, private or voluntary organisation. This includes –
           A service or product that you are selling
           Job vacancies

           Publishers’ book lists

           Conferences and other events that charge £75 or more per professional place*

           Schedules/diaries of an organisation’s events that charge £75 or more per professional place*
* There is no charge for putting basic details of your event into the Events Listing

How to send your information 

Please send your text electronically using MS Word giving clear information about who is submitting the information and where readers should go for further information. Your text will then be pasted into the bulletin as it is. We do not use pictures, logos, or colour and we do not send any attachments out with the bulletin. We don’t unfortunately have time to compose text for you from your leaflets, etc.  

Deadline: The 25th of each month - or soon after by agreement. 
Contact: Peter Limbrick

E-mail: peter.limbrick@icwhatsnew.com
4       Events Listing

 

This is a free listing for your event. Please send information to peter.limbrick@icwhatsnew.com
If you want to include more information to advertise your event in its own section – 

 

· You can have up to 400 words free space if your event charges less than £75 per professional place.  

· If your event charges £75 or more per professional place, you will be charged £50 + vat for up to 400 words. 
· You can also publish your own events diary or schedule (See item 3 above).

· Please send your information electronically in MS Word without logos, colour, boxes, etc. 

Find out more at http://www.icwhatsnew.com/eventslisting/advertise.htm 

More information on the brightly coloured events can be found at http://www.icwhatsnew.com/eventslisting/index.htm 
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 Conference: Releasing energy for life & for learning
Saturday 4th and Sunday 5th April 2009

Queen Hotel

Chester

UK

The 20th European Conference of Neuro-Developmental Delay in children with specific learning disabilities

Providing a forum for discussion and the sharing of knowledge bringing together world renowned experts in the multi-faceted field of Neuro-Developmental Delay. Speakers from diverse disciplines have been invited to share their own concept of the aetiology of SpLD, and the different methods they employ to correct or remediate these difficulties. 

Contact: mail@inpp.org.uk
Visit: http://www.inpp.org.uk/ndd_euro_conference/index.php 
6
TAC (Team Around the Child) Seminar in Birmingham

Tuesday 16th June, 2009. 10 a.m. to 3.45 p.m. (Reception from 9.30 a.m.)
Postgraduate Centre

City Hospital 

Birmingham

TAC is a very successful approach for babies and young children who require ongoing multiple interventions. It takes inter-agency and multi-disciplinary joined-upness beyond co-ordination of interventions into detailed collaboration over the child’s development and learning programmes. 

TAC’s breadth encompasses children with disabilities and children at risk and its depth extends to transdisciplinary teamwork.
At this seminar there will be presentations by Peter Limbrick and by representatives of two successful TAC services. There will be space for small group discussions to explore TAC and share good practice.

Delegates from the recent TAC Seminar in Cardiff (18/11/07) said –

‘A very informative day. I enjoyed it enormously.’

‘Good opportunity to network and share areas of good practice. Certainly provided some food for thought.’
‘Walsall model quite inspirational. Great networking opportunities. Useful information disseminated. A little “death by PowerPoint”. Food for thought.’

‘TAC is really just common sense. Parents know this. Why do services make such a fuss about talking to each other?’

Costs from £95 to £120 + VAT. 
For programme and booking form contact:

Interconnections

E-mail: p.limbrick@virgin.net
Free TAC material: Would you like some free (electronic) reading material about TAC? 
Contact :p.limbrick@virgin.net
7
Service development seminar - A whole approach to babies and young 
children who have multiple needs: pre-school and primary school

A national Interconnections Seminar in Birmingham

Thursday 19th March, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. (Reception from 9.30) 

Postgraduate Centre, City Hospital
Birmingham
B18 7QH.
This seminar is designed to combine service development discussions with opportunities for continuing professional development (CPD) for multi-disciplinary practitioners and managers at all levels. 
Morning

Peter Limbrick on TAC for babies and pre-school children to include:  
· Close collaborative teamwork and parent empowerment

· A more child-centred approach to multiple interventions

· Integrated whole-child programmes and the Primary Interventionist
The morning session is informed by Peter Limbrick’s extensive experience, since 1995, in UK and Ireland of supporting councils, health trusts and voluntary organisations in their development of integrated services for children and families.

Afternoon

Dr. Wendy Baker & István Szucs on Conductive Education (CE) in a Birmingham main stream Primary School – using CE with children with physical disabilities and children with autistic spectrum disorder.

Wendy is Director of Children’s Services at The Foundation for Conductive Education.

István is Conductor in Charge at Gt. Barr Primary School.
Cost: £95 + VAT per person. Places are limited. There are some free places for parents.
Each delegate will receive a year’s free subscription to IQJ (Interconnections Quarterly Journal) which usually costs £25 + VAT. Visit http://www.icwhatsnew.com/iqj/date.htm 
Contact: 

Peter Limbrick

E-mail: p.limbrick@virgin.net
Tel/fax: 01497 831550

8
Interconnections Service-Development Seminars about children who 
need ongoing multiple interventions
Interconnections National Seminars for Service Development 2009
about children who need ongoing multiple interventions and their families
These affordable Seminars are designed to combine service development discussions with opportunities for continuing professional development (CPD) for multi-disciplinary practitioners and managers at all levels. There are some free places for parents. 

· Each Seminar is facilitated by Peter Limbrick (except for Seminar 1 which has co-facilitators) and will be a mix of short presentations, focused discussion (plenary and small group) and opportunities for sharing good practice.
· The Seminars are informed by Peter Limbrick’s extensive experience, since 1995, in UK and Ireland of supporting councils, health trusts and voluntary organisations in their development of integrated services for children and families. 

· Delegates will be given Discussion Papers that can be used in their agency, service or team for service-development discussions after the Seminar.

If you wish, these seminars can come to your own venue with a programme tailored to your particular service development and CPD needs. 

Contact p.limbrick@virgin.net for costs.
	
	City / Date
	Venue
	Cost
	Subject*

	1
	Birmingham: 

Thursday 19th March

10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

(Reception from 9.30) 
	Postgraduate Centre, City Hospital, Birmingham,

B18 7QH.
	£95 
+ VAT 

per person
	A whole approach to babies and young children who have multiple needs:   pre-school and primary school.

	2
	Birmingham: 

Tuesday 28th April 

10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

(Reception from 9.30)
	Postgraduate Centre, City Hospital, Birmingham, 

B18 7QH.
	£95 
+ VAT per person
	How to provide support that is genuinely needs led and family centred.

	3
	Bristol: 

Tuesday 12th May

10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

(Reception from 9.30)
	Armada House, Telephone Avenue, Bristol, 

BS1 4BQ.
	£95 
+ VAT per person
	Early intervention and support for children with multiple/complex needs and their families.

	4
	Birmingham: 

Thursday 9th July 

10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

(Reception from 9.30)
	Postgraduate Centre, City Hospital, Birmingham, 
B18 7QH.
	£95 
+ VAT per person
	Integrating education and therapy – How far should this go?

	5
	London: 

Thursday 1st October

10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

 (Reception from 9.30)
	Friends Meeting House, Euston Road, London, 
NW1 2BJ
	£110 
+ VAT per person
	How to provide support that is genuinely needs led and family centred.

	6
	Wakefield: 

Tuesday 17th November

10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

(Reception from 9.30)
	Cedar Court Hotel, Denby Dale Road, Wakefield, 

WF4 3QZ.
	£95 
+ VAT per person
	Early intervention and support for children with multiple/complex needs and their families.

	7
	London: 

Thursday 26th November

10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

(Reception from 9.30)
	Friends Meeting House, Euston Road, London, 
NW1 2BJ.
	£110 
+ VAT per person
	Integrating education and therapy: Why would we do it? How far can we take it?

	*More information appears below about discussion topics for each Seminar


The Facilitator

Peter Limbrick’s background includes senior management in special schools and disability organisations, and establishing One Hundred Hours in 1990 to develop and validate keyworker support for families of neurologically impaired infants. Peter has a science degree and is author of several books including

Early Support for Children with Complex Needs: Team Around the Child and the Multi-agency Keyworker, Interconnections, 2004. Peter is editor of the Interconnections Quarterly Journal (IQJ) and is Chair of the Handsel Trust.   
Chrisine Lenehan, Director, Council for Disabled Children, says in her Foreword to Family-centred Support for Children with Disabilities and Special Needs, (By Peter Limbrick, Interconnections, 2007) 

“…There have been some major steps forward in recent years particularly around key working and early support. Peter Limbrick’s early work on team around the child approaches transformed how we thought about services and enabled the move from services which met the needs of professionals to services which put parents and children at the centre. The government’s Early Support Programme has subsequently promoted and developed this…”
	
	Subject
	Discussion topics

	1
	A whole approach to babies and young children who have multiple needs: pre-school and primary school.


	Morning: Peter Limbrick on TAC for babies and pre-school children to include:  

· Close collaborative teamwork and parent empowerment

· A more child-centred approach to multiple interventions

· Integrated whole-child programmes and the Primary Interventionist

	
	
	Afternoon: Dr. Wendy Baker & István Szucs on Conductive Education (CE) in a Birmingham main stream Primary School – using CE with children with physical disabilities and children with autistic spectrum disorder.

Wendy is Director of Children’s Services at The Foundation for Conductive Education.

István is Conductor in Charge at Gt. Barr Primary School.

	2

and

5
	How to provide support that is genuinely needs led and family centred.


	What does ‘family-centred’ mean in practice? Can it be just an empty phrase? What sort of things are we likely to be doing when we are being genuinely family centred?

	
	
	Can we be genuinely ‘needs-led’? How do we find out what the needs are? What are the implications for service providers in being directly led by the stated needs of families? Is it possible?

	
	
	The TAC approach to needs-led and family-centred support, focusing on both the child and the family, agreeing needs and offering relevant support that fits their particular situation.

	3

and

6
	Early intervention and support for children with multiple/complex needs and their families.


	What are new families likely to need? What happens if those needs are not met? Can our ‘help’ sometimes make things worse for the family?

	
	
	What might the child need? How do we find out? Can traditional interventions sometimes spoil the child’s chance of learning?

	
	
	The TAC approach to assessment and support in which there is a collective effort to agree needs and provide relevant and timely support to child and family.

	4

and

7
	Integrating education and therapy: Why we would do it and how far we can take it?


	How is ‘education’ different from ‘therapy’?

Some problems in the discipline-specific approach to learning.

The need to avoid over-loading children, families and practitioners.

	
	
	Some remedies: the ‘consultant’ model, the whole-child integrated programme, the primary provider. The need for radical change.

	
	
	The TAC approach to assessment and support in pre-school education and therapy – reducing the load on children, families and practitioners.


Each delegate will receive a year’s free subscription to IQJ (Interconnections Quarterly Journal) which usually costs £25 + VAT. http://www.icwhatsnew.com/iqj/date.htm 
To book your place contact:
Peter Limbrick

Interconnections

Tel/fax: 01497 831550

E-mail: p.limbrick@virgin.net

9
The National Autistic Society announces 2009 conferences

Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD) and The Criminal Justice System

Thursday 22nd January 2009 – Manchester

Tuesday 27th January 2009 – Birmingham

Thursday 5th February 2009 – Bristol

A series of three conferences bringing CJS professionals and autism experts together in a unique forum for networking and information exchange. Through an exciting range of plenary sessions, speakers will share their expertise and give guidance on how to change the way in which we work. Topics to be covered; identification of hidden difficulties, screening and assessment tools, avoiding miscarriages of justice, gathering best evidence, effective communication and representation and best practice.

Autism into Work

Friday 6th March 2009 – Edinburgh

Friday 13th March 2009 – Leicester 

A series of two conferences which will focus on harnessing the development of a workforce whose potential is largely ignored by the business community. These conferences will aim to provide an opportunity to review the positive input of people with ASD in the workplace. It will also look to examine some of the supports, recruitment practice modifications and successful initiatives leading to wok opportunities. Topics to be covered; supporting mainstream employment, recent survey findings, a personal perspective, ethical and commercial reasons for embracing diversity. This event will contain workshop sessions.

TEACCH – a 3 day induction

Tuesday 26th – Thursday 28th May 2009

A 3-day induction to the TEACCH approach led by Dr Gary B Mesibov, Director Divison TEACCH, USA. Delegates can expect; discussion on diagnosis and assessment in relation to the TEACCH model, to learn about the TEACCH approach and its evolution in response to individual’s unique needs, and to learn about aspects pf applying the TEACCH techniques to classroom instruction.

TEACCH – the advanced masterclass

Friday 29th May 2009

A new and unique event being offered in the UK, led by Dr Gary B Mesibov from Divison TEACCH. Delegates will delve deep into the principles of the TEACCH approach and be able to extend their knowledge and understanding far beyond the introductory level. Delegates will also be given the opportunity to ask Dr Mesibov’s expert opinion on their individual settings by bringing along DVDs or films prepared beforehand. Places limited to 35.

For more information or to book a place on the above events, please contact:

NAS Conference and Events Department, 1st Floor Castle Heights, 72 Maid Marian Way, Nottingham, NG1 6BJ.  

Tel: 0115 9113367  Fax: 0115 9113362 

E: conference@nas.org.uk 
Visit www.autism.org.uk/conferences 
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Course: DIR(/‘Floor Time’™ - The Developmental, Individual 
Difference, Relationship-Based Model

5th - 6th February 2009

The Atrium, Royal Free Hospital, London.
Presenting for the first time in the UK -

DIR(/‘Floor Time’™

The Developmental, Individual Difference, Relationship-Based Model

An Integrated Treatment Approach to Autistic Spectrum, Asperger, Regulatory & Developmental Disorders

Presented by Serena Wieder, Pd.D.

Co-Author with Dr. Stanley Greenspan of The Child with Special NeedsAnd Floor Time Techniques and the DIR™ Model:

Course Content to include –

Floor time In Early Intervention, Pre-School and Schools & Integrating Floor Time Principles into Speech and Language Therapy, Occupational Therapy and Other Interventions

Suitable for all professionals working with ASD including Psychologists and Teachers. 
Parents may also attend.

Registration Fee:
£180.00 to include lunch, tea & coffee.
For application forms, further information and course objectives please contact:

Marilyn Dowdye
Tel: +44 207 472 6270

Email: mdowdye@googlemail.com
This 2 day course meets Entry Requirements for DIR™ Certificate Institute
11
Course: Taking care of the carer: a recharge for mind and body

12th – 14th May 2009

Lancashire College

Chorley
Do you look after a relative, friend or neighbour who, because of their disability or health problem, cannot manage without your help? 
Then YOU are a carer and these courses are designed for you!
Lancashire College aims to help carers to take a break from their role as a full time care giver. The courses are not only a chance to learn something new but also a valuable opportunity to enjoy social activities and some well earned time to yourself!
E-mail: donna.galway@ed.lancscc.gov.uk
Visit: http://www.lancashirecollege.com/carers.html
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‘DEC’ 2009: 25th Annual International Conference on Young 
Children with Special Needs & Their Families

October 15-18, 2009
Albuquerque Convention Center
Albuquerque, New Mexico, USA

The Division for Early Childhood (DEC) is one of seventeen divisions of the Council for Exceptional Children (CEC) - the largest international professional organization dedicated to improving educational outcomes for individuals with exceptionalities, students with disabilities, and/or the gifted. DEC is especially for individuals who work with or on behalf of children with special needs, birth through age eight, and their families.
This conference is designed to cover a wide range of vital issues facing those who work with young children with special needs and their families. Every year the Division for Early Childhood (DEC) brings together experts, students, practitioners and family members to learn about important research, policy and practice happening in the field of early intervention and early childhood special education.

For more information about this conference please go to:
http://www.dec-sped.org/index.aspx/Conference
13
Conference: Children and Adults with Complex and Continuing


Healthcare Needs

20th March 2009
Tamworth

Staffordshire 
A PCSP (UK) Ltd conference
This conference aims to address some of the key issues affecting children, young people and adults with complex and continuing healthcare needs and their families. Recent investigations such as Mencap’s ‘Death by Indifference’ and Sir Jonathan Michael’s inquiry into access to healthcare for people with learning disabilities have revealed shocking stories of inequality, discrimination and premature death. This conference will take you through some of the key issues which must be understood in order to address these inequalities and achieve better outcomes for people with complex and continuing healthcare needs. 
E-mail: bevlally@posturalcareskills.com
14 
Workshop: Diagnostic Classification, 0-3 Years

21st – 22nd February 2009

London

UK

Training by the School of Infant Mental Health

More information:

enquiries@infantmentalhealth.com
15
Training: ‘How to run a sibling group’ & ‘Siblings of Disabled 
children’
How to run a sibling group ; Training for sibling group leaders        

Cardiff: 28th January 2008 10am – 4pm   

Venue: STAR Leisure Centre, Splott Road, CF24 2BZ

Cost: £45 per person - includes refreshments and lunch


Purpose of the training

To equip participants with enough information, activities, and confidence to set up a sibling group for children in the 7-13 age range.

Who is the training for?

Professionals who would like to set up a new sibling group and who already have experience of working with children in groups.

Sessional workers who will be involved in running sibling groups

What you will gain by attending this training
· A clear rationale for running a sibling group

· How to structure a sibling group

· Recreational and discussion activity ideas for your group

· Information on good practice for sibling group leaders

· Time to plan a session for your group

· An opportunity to network with other new group leaders

Trainers

Nicola Dean and Chris Turk are sibling group development officers for Sibs. They are experienced sibling group leaders and qualified social workers. 
For more information see the website How to run a sibling group - Cardiff
call Chris on 0114 2302548 
or email bookings@sibs.org.uk  
Other training dates:

Thursday 5/2/09 10.00am – 1. 00pm
Siblings of Disabled children: For professionals interested in learning about the needs of siblings of children with disabilities or life limiting conditions.  
Centre for the 3rd Age, Southampton
Wednesday 25/2/09 10:00am – 4:00pm 
How to Run a Sibling Group: Training for people running, or hoping to run, a group for siblings of children with disabilities or life limiting conditions. 
Friends Meeting House, Manchester
Wednesday 11/3/08 10.00am – 1.00pm 
Siblings of Disabled children: For professionals interested in learning about the needs of siblings of children with disabilities or life limiting conditions. 
St Sidwell Centre, Exeter
Thursday 23/4/09 10:00am – 4:00pm 
How to Run a Sibling Group: Training for people running, or hoping to run, a group for siblings of children with disabilities or life limiting conditions. 
Centre for the 3rd Age, Southampton
Wednesday 10/6/08 10:00am – 4:00pm 
How to Run a Sibling Group: Training for people running, or hoping to run, a group for siblings of children with disabilities or life limiting conditions. 
St Sidwell Centre, Exeter

Organisers Sibs. Further information from http://www.sibs.org.uk/events/ 
or info@sibs.org.uk 
or 0114 2302548
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Kidz in the Middle event

Thursday 12th March, 2009

Coventry

Information on mobility, seating, beds, communication access, education, toys, transport, style, sensory, leisure and more.
Visit: http://www.kidzupnorth.co.uk:80/kidzinthemiddle.php
17
Talking Software - for people with little or no sight & learning 
disabilities

Roger Wilson-Hinds of Screenreader.net CIC writes -

At last, we have got the first version of our software options up on the web. There is a selection of goodies, games, music, bright moving colours, an easy to use calendar/diary and...well take a look and listen for yourselves. Software is never finished. Always a work in progress; so expect some challenges but we hope it is pretty good for a start.

The website is www.talkingcomputers.info

We welcome feedback to ask@screenreader.net and have plans to grow the
website if it attracts supporters. 

Roger Wilson-Hinds
Director 
Screenreader.net CIC
Tel 01733 234441
18
Courses: Equality and Diversity (Level 2) & Certificate in Managing 
Diversity (Level 3)
Certificate in Equality and Diversity (Level 2) 

Certificate in Managing Diversity (Level 3)
For more information please visit http://www.learningthroughdiversity.co.uk/index.html 
19
Conference: London Schools and the Black Child

Saturday, 7th February 2009
Queen Elizabeth II Conference Centre
Whitehall

London.


Main issue: Exclusion from school and all the problems associated with school exclusions which we find so wasteful, destructive and discriminatory.

Contact Charlie Faux
E-mail: fauxc@parliament.uk
Visit: www.compowernet.org
20
Second International Autism Biomedical Conference and Exhibition 

March 13-14, 2009

Bournemouth International Centre

Bournemouth

UK

 

This conference will focus on such medical issues as gastrointestinal abnormalities, compromised immunity, abnormal nutritional profiles, and impaired detoxification systems. 

Visit: www.TreatingAutism.co.uk
E-mail:  TreatingAutismUK@aol.com
21
Conference - Cochlear Implantation: Time for Change?

 

Friday 13th March 2009

Nottingham
UK

A one day focussed conference celebrating 20 years of paediatric cochlear implantation in the UK at the National College for School Leadership. 

 

The last twenty years have seen extraordinary developments in the life-changing opportunities offered by implantation for deaf children, young people and adults everywhere. The dramatic advances in technology including changing soft and hardware, the combination of acoustic and electrical hearing, new surgical and imaging techniques and access to binaural hearing. 
Visit: http://www.earfoundation.org.uk/education/articles/453  

22
Building Community Networks: Lessons from life in the community
18th February 2009

London
A Foundation for People with Learning Disabilities event.
The latest in our series of annual events will focus on the learning the lessons from the’ Life in the Community project. The day will be both a celebration of participants’ achievements and an opportunity to find out what you can do to support people with learning disabilities to live their lives in your community.
Contact:

E-mail:hgardner@fpld.org.uk

Visit: http://www.learningdisabilities.org.uk:80/our-work/community-and-inclusion/life-in-the-community/building-community-networks/
23
Christine Lenehan awarded OBE!!

Christine Lenehan, Director of the Council for Disabled Children (CDC), has been appointed Officer of the Order of the British Empire (OBE) for her work with disabled children and their families for over thirty years. As Board Member of the Every Disabled Child Matters (EDCM) campaign and Director of CDC, Christine has been at the vanguard of her field – raising the policy profile of disabled children and young people. Christine said: 
This is an honour and a tribute not only to me but also to my colleagues that have ceaselessly fought to get and keep disabled children and young people on the agenda.
More: http://www.edcm.org.uk:80/Page.asp?originx_4946xa_1449416269448v1m_2009192855d 

24 
WiFi site for schools set up by UK scientists
From the website –

WiFiinschools.org.uk has been set up by a small group of scientists concerned about the rapid spread of wireless technologies in schools. 
We are concerned by the lack of information that schools and parents have been given about the potential risks from this technology. Schools have not been advised about the need to have policies in place to protect pupils and staff who may suffer adverse health effects.

We are fully supportive of the use of computers in schools and wish schools to be able to provide excellent information and communication technology facilities, but not at the expense of the health of their pupils and staff.  
We support the application of the precautionary principle until better long-term health studies have been carried out. 

http://www.wifiinschools.org.uk/index.html
25
CORRECTION: Belgian Minister says no to mobile phones for 
children on the principle of precaution
In the last issue of the Electronic Bulletin (Item 24) I wrongly stated that ‘French Minister says no to mobile phones for children on the principle of precaution’

I fact it was a Belgian Minister as shown by the following -

Extracts from Le Soir 4th November 2008 –

Magnette says no to mobile phones for children

The minister responsible for consumer protection, Paul Magnette, will not authorise the marketing in Belgium of mobile phones intended for children.

The minister responsible for consumer protection, Paul Magnette, will not authorise the marketing in Belgium of mobile phones intended for children. In the Tuesday meeting of the Commission de la Chambre, the MP Valérie Déom (Socialist) stated that according to certain articles in the press, Disney and Belgacom are planning to introduce in Belgium a cell phone intended exclusively for children.

Visit: 

http://www.next-up.org/pdf/LeSoirMagnetteSaysNoToMobilePhonesForChildren04112008.pdf 

Peter Limbrick writes - I apologise for this mistake and I thank the reader who pointed it out to me.

26
Organisations from Kenya, Somaliland and Tanzania win awards for 
making a difference to the lives of disadvantaged children

The STARS Foundation, a London-based charitable foundation which works to improve the lives of disadvantaged children around the world, is pleased to announce the three recipients of the 2008 STARS Impact Awards. 

The organisations from Kenya, Somaliland and Tanzania were selected for making a demonstrable difference to the lives of disadvantaged children and each will receive US$100,000 of unrestricted funding as well as consultancy support. 

The prestigious awards recognise one recipient in each category of health, education and protection. The recipients are selected against a range of criteria which reflect the hallmarks of effective practice and demonstrate a positive impact on the lives of the children supported.

This year’s recipients are:
HEALTH AWARD: Hargeisa-based Disability Action Network (DAN), selected for its innovative approach to ensuring that children with disabilities have access to medical and therapeutic rehabilitation services and are fully integrated into Somaliland society, in order to reduce the economic and social impact of their impairment as well as their vulnerability to poverty.

EDUCATION AWARD: Nairobi-based Slums Information Development & Resource Centres (SIDAREC), selected for its innovative approach to improving the welfare of children and youth in slum communities through its provision of early childhood education, recreation centres and health services, enabling them to raise their standard of living and improve their community.

PROTECTION AWARD: Moshi-based Mkombozi, selected for its holistic approach to stemming the tide of Tanzania's street children by providing housing, education, research, advocacy, and outreach for vulnerable children and youth, aimed at ending their abuse and neglect and ensuring their dignity and rights.

Further information:

Mona Samari

Email: mona@communicationsinc.co.uk 
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‘A day in the life of…’ How interesting is your work?
The new Interconnections Quarterly Journal (IQJ) is coming up to its 4th issue in the middle of this January.

It is a forum for people in multi-disciplinary settings to learn about each other and with each other.  

Would you like to contribute a piece (up to 1,000 words at the most) about a ‘typical’ day in your work? (It does not have to be paid work.)

Published articles win the writer a year’s free subscription.

Contact: p.limbrick@virgin.net
Visit: http://www.icwhatsnew.com/iqj/index.htm 
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The ‘Include Me TOO’ song – now available

Last November the ‘Include Me TOO’ song was officially released to the general public at Wolverhampton HMV with disabled children and young people. The record is part of Include Me TOO’s national campaign to raise awareness of Include Me TOO’s National Charter of Rights for Disabled Children & Young People. The video of the song can be exclusively viewed on 11 Million website. Go to: 

http://www.11million.org.uk/youth/checkit/videos.cfm?issueroom=childrens_commissioner#row1 
The song is key to getting the message to the general public especially since the message regarding the rights of disabled children and young people needs to be heard by everyone.


A CD of the song is now available at £2.99 from Wolverhampton HMV or directly from Include Me TOO.

All proceeds will be ensuring the rights of disabled children are supported and promoted. Include Me TOO hopes the song will assist promoting the rights of disabled children and be a powerful tool in reaching everyone not just those who are aware of disability issues.
For more information on Include Me TOO:

Visit: www.includemetoo.org.uk  
E-mail: im2@includemetoo.org.uk
Include Me TOO

2nd Floor Office, St Johns House

St Johns Square

Wolverhampton

West Midlands

WV2 4BH

 Tel: 01902 711604

Fax: 01902 445322 

www.includemetoo.org.uk
www.includemetoo.com
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Website: Parenting Styles
From the website –

ParentingStyles was formed to offer a unique reference point on comprehensive advice on parenting and parenting styles. Here you'll find expert information on different styles of parenting: how to adapt parenting to suit your personality, advice on parenting in specific situations and how to find help & support with behavioural problems. 

Our concern was that there was no single UK resource for interesting features and practical advice on this subject. Our features and articles are written by experts - who have experience, or a particular interest in this area.

Our focus is simply on having experts create the highest quality information possible that is widely read. 

Visit: http://www.parentingstyles.co.uk/ 
30
Course: Language and Communication Impairment in Children
Language and Communication Impairment in Children - LACIC 

Part-time Courses by Distance Learning

· Gain specialist qualifications without having to leave your post or obtain secondment. 

· Develop best practice for inclusive and special education. 

· Learn together with other professionals from Children’s Services, Education and Health. 

· Receive ongoing support from tutors on-line and at study days / weekends. 

· Choose to study part-time for between one and three years.
Courses are specially designed for teachers, speech and language therapists, and other professionals working with children with special educational needs. Course materials promote collaborative learning and provide a continuum of opportunities for learning that allow practitioners to build on their own existing knowledge and experience.
Visit: http://www.shef.ac.uk:80/hcs/prospective_pg/lacic
Interconnections Electronic Bulletin. listings are not validated. we advise you to research before sending off any material or money and before giving information to any organisation.

 

Please forward this bulletin into your networks and to interested colleagues

 

Peter Limbrick

Interconnections

E-Mail: peter.limbrick@icwhatsnew.com
Web: www.icwhatsnew.com
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