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Please forward this bulletin into your networks and to interested colleagues

1       About the Interconnections Electronic Bulletin

 

This free monthly Bulletin comes from Peter Limbrick who set up Interconnections in 1995 to offer independent consultancy to statutory and voluntary services in the field of babies and children who have disabilities / special needs. 

 

It goes to over 10,000 people in all parts of the UK and Ireland and then finds it way into many other networks and countries. The address list includes people from health, education and social services, the voluntary and private sectors, parent organisations, research organisations, campaign offices, etc. People who receive the bulletin are welcome to forward it to their own colleagues and networks and to use the information in their newsletters and bulletins. 

 
Our electronic address list ; Please let me know when you want to add, remove or alter a name on the list. This can be done by e-mail, telephone, fax or post.

 

Peter Limbrick
Interconnections
Tel/fax: 01497 831550   
E-mail: p.limbrick@virgin.net
 listings are not validated. we advise you to research before sending off any material or money and before giving information to any organisation

2
10,000 people want to know what you are up to!
We hope you will want to use the Interconnections Electronic Bulletin as free space – 
· to publish an article or a feature
· to spread the word about your good practice and innovative work

· to disseminate your research and survey findings 
· to get answers from readers to your questions 

· to voice an opinion 

· to tell readers about your organisation, service or campaign

· to tell readers about your website or newsletter 

· to tell readers about a new publication

· for your press release 

How to send your information 

Please send your text electronically using MS Word giving clear information about who is submitting the information and where readers should go for further information. Your text will then be pasted into the bulletin as it is. We do not use pictures, logos, or colour and we do not send any attachments out with the bulletin. We don’t unfortunately have time to compose text for you from your leaflets, etc.  

Deadline: The 25th of each month - or soon after by agreement. 
Contact: Peter Limbrick

E-mail: p.limbrick@virgin.net
3      Events Listing - spreading the word about your conference or 
training event
 

The Electronic Bulletin goes out to over 10,000 people (and growing) in the UK, Ireland and some other countries, and then finds its way into many other national and international networks. This resource has been established now over 68 monthly issues. 
We offer you two ways of advertising your event:

(i) You can post basic information at this link: http://www.icwhatsnew.com/eventslisting/submit.htm 

or by sending us an e-mail: click here to email us
(ii) If you want to give more information, you can insert up to 400 words about your event into the Bulletin. Just send us your text in MS Word (no colour, logos, etc) and we will paste it in. The deadline is the 25th of each month. 

Your 400 words is free space if your event charges delegates less that £75.

If your event charges delegates £75 or more then we charge you £50 for the space in the Bulletin. 

We can offer reductions for multiple inserts.
To discuss your needs please contact: p.limbrick@virgin.net 
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  Diploma in Therapeutic Play Skills

AN INTEGRATIVE APPROACH TO PLAY THERAPY - Children and their environment

The course is designed for anyone who has had at least 100 hours experience of working with children or adolescents using therapeutic play or creative arts and has an appropriate first degree or equivalent. Participants may come from any background such as:

· Counsellors 

· Psychotherapists 

· Clinical Psychologists 

· Primary School Teachers/Assistants

· Nurses

· Nursery School Teachers/Assistants 

· Social Workers 

· Play School Teachers/Assistants 

· Care Home Staff 

· Adoption/Foster Agency Workers

The course has been designed to:

· Enhance your career/professional skills 

· Increase your satisfaction in working with children 

· Give you the skills to help children develop their emotional literacy 

· Give you the skills to alleviate behaviour and mental health problems 

· Assist your own personal development 

· Provide you with the Profession Structure Model competencies defined by PTUK to work with individuals and groups of children who have moderate to severe problems

The course is experiential in nature and will be specifically rooted in non-directive play therapy. You will be exploring ways of integrating the child as the centre of a social system, which includes schools, families and team of support.

This play therapy course has been clinically accredited by PTUK, PTI and IBECPT. Successful completion of the course and the required clinical hours leads to PTUK certification as a Play Therapist. It is also accredited as a 2 year course (combined with the Certificate). The course is also validated for academic standards by the Canterbury Christ Church University as part of the MA in Practiced based Play Therapy programme run in a collaborative partnership with APAC at a number of centres - see venue details. 

Diploma courses are scheduled to start on the following dates (more details on our website):

Barnsley/Leeds – (tba)

Bristol – September 2010 

Edinburgh – (tba)

Manchester – (tba)

Tunbridge Wells – May 2010

Dublin – March 2010

France - Summer School Diploma Course 2-weeks – August 2010 (book early to ensure a place)

More information on our website at http://www.playtherapy.org.uk/ 
Please quote ‘icwhatsnew’ when contacting us or applying for a course.

5
Certificate in Therapeutic Play Skills

AN ENLIGHTENED APPROACH TO COPING WITH CHILDRENS DIFFICULTIES 

The course is unique in integrating both non directive and directive approaches to play therapy. The programme content is based upon the theory and practice of humanistic psychology, particularly that of Virginia Axline ("Dibs In Search of Self"), and Carl Rogers and the gestalt play therapy approach of Violet Oaklander. It recognises contributions made by others in the 20th century such as John Bowlby, Margaret Lowenfeld, Donald Winnicott, Rachel Pinney, etc. It also places importance on the spiritual aspect of human development. Opportunities for meditation and all forms of creativity will enrich the contents of the course.

Our play therapy courses have been clinically accredited by PTUK, PTI and IBECPT. They are also validated at a number of venues for academic standards by the Canterbury Christ Church University as part of the MA in Practiced based Play Therapy programme run in a collaborative partnership with APAC.

Certificate courses are scheduled to start on the following dates (more details on our website):

Barnsley/Leeds – (tba)

Bristol – (tba)

Cambridge – April 2010

Edinburgh – February 2010

Manchester – (tba)

Tunbridge Wells – April 2010

Dublin – March 2010

France - Summer School Certificate Course 2-weeks – July 2010 (book early to ensure a place)

More information on our website at http://www.playtherapy.org.uk/ 
Please quote ‘icwhatsnew’ when contacting us or applying for a course.
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An Introduction to Play Therapy
Designed for -
Anyone interested in using play therapy or developing their skills in working with children. Also for those wishing to make a career decision. 

Synopsis 

The course introduces mainly non-directive play techniques based upon the humanistic model of Carl Rogers and the work of Virginia Axline, Rachel Pinney and Violet Oaklander.. We will be outlining different techniques in play therapy. Participants will experience non-directive play therapy for themselves through sand worlds and a dip into the main skills (art, music, movement and storytelling ). We will also cover employment opportunities and training requirements for working therapeutically with children

Our One Day Introductory Courses are scheduled for the following dates in 2010 (more details on our website):

· Bristol, Leigh Court – Saturday 27th March, Sunday 18th July 2010

· Cambridge, Buckden Towers – Saturday 20th February, Saturday 3rd July 2010

· Edinburgh, Scottish Health Service Centre – Saturday 26th June 2010

· Leeds/Barnsley, Wentworth Castle – Saturday 6th March, Saturday 19th June 2010

· Manchester, Quarry Bank Mill, Wilmslow – Saturday 18th April, Saturday 12th September 2010

· Tunbridge Wells, Salomon's Centre – Saturday 20th February, Saturday 26th June 2010

· Dublin, All Hallows College – Sunday 7th February, Saturday 3rd July 2010

Programme 

We will be introducing you to different techniques in play therapy and you will experience: sand worlds, music, art, stories and creative visualisation. We will also cover employment opportunities in working therapeutically with children.

More information on our website at http://www.playtherapy.org.uk/ 
Please quote ‘icwhatsnew’ when contacting us or applying for a course.
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2010 International Play Therapy World Congress

Making a Difference - Innovations in the Use of Creative Arts and Play Therapies

13th – 24th May 2010

Marrakech

Morocco 


Play Therapy International (PTI) and Play Therapy Africa (PTA) are organising the 2010 Play Therapy World Congress. This is an essential event for anyone concerned with the emotional welfare and psychosocial support of children including: 

· Practitioners – Play Therapists, Psychologists, Counsellors, Psychotherapists, Psychiatrists, Teachers, Social Workers, Nurses, Occupational Therapists and Paediatricians

· Clinical Supervisors and Line Managers
· Researchers wishing to acquire supporting evidence and sources for any project concerned with the social, emotional, behaviour and mental health issues of children

· Policy Makers and Service Managers – from National and Local Government departments and NGOs from the education, social services and mental health sectors. 

The Congress welcomes delegates of all levels from those new to play and creative arts therapies to those with many years of experience. 

79 presenters from Australia, Canada, Ethiopia, France, Ireland, Italy, South Korea, Spain, UK and USA will provide examples of the latest play and creative arts therapies practice and evidence of efficacy. Many of these workshops and papers are being presented for the first time – leading edge innovation in the profession. They will also show that these therapies are effective with infants, children and adolescents from many cultures and ethnicity. 

More information about this amazing congress is on our website: http://www.playtherapy.org.uk/WorldCongress/WorldCongress2010home.htm  
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3rd IASSID-Europe Conference: Integrating biomedical and psycho-
social-educational perspectives
20th-22nd October, 2010

Rome

Italy
IASSID - International Association for the Scientific Study of Intellectual Disabilities
Deadline for call for papers is 15th March, 2010

IASSID Academy Workshops – 18th and 19th October, 2010

San Raffaele Family Conference – 23rd October 2010

Visit: www.iassid.org 
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National Autistic Society's Professional Conference: Addressing the 
challenges together
16 & 17 March, 2010
Manchester
UK

This conference has been developed by an editorial board which includes experts in autism spectrum disorder (ASD) research and education and leading professionals who work with people on the spectrum. Recent changes in the ASD environment, including new legislation and better understanding of the condition, means that, now more than ever, it is crucial for professionals to be addressing the challenges together. This conference provides a unique opportunity for those working in the field of autism to come together, discuss best practice and share each others’ learning

This two-day conference will provide a unique opportunity for senior professionals to discuss best practice, debate the implementation of the new strategy and share each other’s learning.

· Keynote sessions provide an overview to the changing autism environment
· Expert seminars give you practical strategies to implement with your colleagues
· Breakfast discussions allow you to network with peers and debate approaches

Seminars include: 
Dilemmas in the diagnosis of autism spectrum disorders

Dr Judith Gould 
Chartered Consultant, Clinical Psychologist, 
Director, The NAS Lorna Wing Centre for Autism


The evidence base for autism treatment

Richard Mills
Research Director and Hon Secretary
Research Autism

Who should attend?
· Education professionals from mainstream schools, special schools & local authorities
· Directors and senior managers with responsibility for local authority autism service provision
· Directors and senior managers at adult service providers
· Clinicians across the professional field including psychiatrists, psychologists, speech and language therapists, occupational therapists, GPs, and nurses

For more information and to register please visit www.autism.org.uk/March2010
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Do we damage some infants in early support with ‘Just Too Many 
Practitioners’?

This is the theme for a national Interconnections seminar on -
Monday 21st June, 2010
London, UK

To register your interest in advance of the seminar programme being advertised next year, please contact p.limbrick@virgin.net 
This seminar was staged in London last month (November 2009) and delegates included two people from Masaryk University in Czech Republic and one person from Perth, Australia in the UK on a Churchill Fellowship.

Delegates’ comments included:

1 Most informative and enlightening

2 The presentation today will have spin-off in the work we do.

3 I think it enabled good reflective thinking…will help support our practice.

4 Raised a lot of questions, but provided some answers.

5 Thank you. The seminar made me think…liked the venue and veggie lunch.

6 Thought provoking seminar. Good mixture of people. Good seminar content, i.e. presentations, group discussion and case study. I’ve come away with lots of ideas.

7 Very interesting, although sometimes unrealistic, due to constraints and bureaucracy…In an ideal world this would be fantastic and would be great if we could all work in this way.

8 Good to be challenged in thinking and how we might do things differently/better.

9 Always useful to be reminded of the reality of what families have to deal with, and I think we can continue to develop our services so that they keep the child/family at the centre, despite the pressures of finances, inadequate databases and just not enough time.

10 Good to share good practice. Not feeling alone in wanting to do what is right for these families and not forgetting that goal. Excellent day, thank you.
11 A stimulating day…Worth trying to implement some new ideas into practice.

And to prove the rule that you cannot please all of the people all of the time –

12 Found the day very disappointing. Felt we were discussing issues that have been around for many years and that we have gone some way to addressing. 

Facilitated by Peter Limbrick, these seminars are designed for senior managers and multi-disciplinary practitioners who support babies and young children who have ongoing, multiple conditions and disabilities, and their families. The focus will be service development embracing TAC philosophy, principles and practice. The following is from an essay TAC for the 21st Century:
“So what happens in the UK to an infant who has a ‘multifaceted’ disability?    



The traditional approach is to add a new practitioner for each disability that we discover. The child can be overwhelmed by the requirement to relate to so many people – far more than we would impose on a non-disabled child – and might have a weekly routine crammed with discipline-specific programmes. 



Pre-school practitioners suffer too with increasing demands on their time as they try to meet parents’ aspirations for regular sessions of this or that. 



We blindly assume that the answer for children who have multiple diagnoses is simply to multiply the practitioners. This scatter-gun approach has happened by default and is not tenable within the resources available in the UK. Nor should we perpetuate it when we give some thought to what is fair to children. 



For some reason, these children manage to creep under our ‘child-centred’ radar. Could this be because we remain stuck in an overly medical approach and see the disabilities under the microscope but not the child under our nose?”
Extracts from essay ‘TAC for the 21st Century: 

A unifying theory about children who have multifaceted disabilities’ 

by Peter Limbrick, IQJ, Issue Number 5, April 2009 

[A seminar structured on these lines can be staged at your venue 

Costs (excluding expenses): 

£500 per day for up to 20 people

£700 for up to 40 people

£900 for up to 60 people.

Contact Peter Limbrick: p.limbrick@virgin.net  ]
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 SOFTY Survey: Support Over The First Two Years - Last chance 
have your 
say!
Ten years ago, the first SOFTY Survey was carried out. Answering questions in a postal survey, almost 500 parents took part in the survey. The results were published as 'Parents' Support Needs' which is available as a free download on the Handsel Trust website: www.handseltrust.org
The research was very successful in influencing the development of the Keyworker as a model of support for families and it was cited in several government and other publications.

But what has really changed since? 
We are repeating the SOFTY Survey a decade on to see if families are really getting more support now. If you are a parent, please click below to complete the survey. 
If you work with families please tell parents about the survey. 

Click here for more information about the first SOFTY Survey.
Click here to complete the survey.

Any questions about the survey, please get in touch. 
E-mail: gudrun@handseltrust.org 
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Finding the Right Balance - of interventions for babies and pre-school 
children who need multiple interventions. Lancashire seminar.
14th April 2010

Chorley
Lancashire, UK

Derian House Children’s Hospice Study Day in collaboration with Interconnections -
Finding the Right Balance

of practitioners and programmes for babies and pre-school children who need ongoing multiple interventions

An innovative Study Day for professionals caring for children 0 -5 years with complex needs.
Facilitator: Peter Limbrick, writer and independent consultant

This one-day seminar will discuss the disadvantages of what Peter has called the ‘scatter-gun’ approach in the UK of offering a new practitioner to the child and family for each new disability or need that emerges.


While this is well motivated in a genuine desire to be as helpful as possible, the multiple interventions approach might not always be the best way forward for a particular child and family. There are children who at some times cannot relate to so many people, there can be programme overload which might detract from development and learning, and the family can be overwhelmed by so many interventions to fit in.


Peter will argue that the Team Around the Child (TAC) can be the forum for a creative response to the situation resulting in a more child-centred and family-centred intervention system. He will offer protocols designed to safeguard the child’s wellbeing and to help the family on their journey towards something like ‘normal family life’.


The day will be an opportunity for open and explorative discussion of these difficult and complex issues and will not offer formulaic solutions. There will be a mix of presentations, plenary discussion and discussion in small groups. Peter will offer delegates pre-reading material once they have booked.

	Programme

	9.00
	Reception

	9.30
	Introductions.

Presentation and plenary discussion: The ‘real’ Team Around the Child as an antidote to the disadvantages of the traditional fragmented approaches. This will touch on systems theory and on graded levels of joint working.

	11.00
	Break

	11.30
	Presentation and small group discussions: Addressing the dangers of overloading some children with too many practitioners and too many programmes. This will include discussion of appropriate integration of therapy and education programmes and the need sometimes for a primary interventionist.

	1.00
	Lunch

	2.00
	Small groups followed by presentation and plenary discussion: Creating an audit to see how family-centred a service is – and exploring the potential for practitioners and services to be genuinely family-centred.

	3.00
	Comfort break

	3.15
	Plenary discussion to reflect on the study day and to think about ways of taking the issues forward.

	4.00
	End of Study Day


For more information about the venue, and to book your place contact:
Patricia Clarkson

Derian House

Tel: 01257 233300

E-mail: patricia.clarkson@derianhouse.co.uk
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Two-Day School Exclusion Advocacy Training Course 

African-Caribbean children are 3 times more likely to be excluded than white pupils for similar behaviour to their white counterparts. The long-term implications are long-term unemployment, acute mental health problems, social conflict and alienation whose effects are felt by everybody.

Communities Empowerment Network (CEN) is the UK’s foremost education advocacy service with a long record of advising, supporting, representing and successfully reintegrating excluded BME pupils back into full-time, mainstream education.

Day 1 Programme

· Lessons learned from the children and young people with whom we have recently had contact.

· Ditto from adults – partners, colleagues, teachers and others in authority.

· The underlying issues leading to challenging behaviour.
· Institutional racism as a factor in the exclusion of Black students

· Seeking the Underlying Causes of Alienation and Conflict - the DfES Wanless Report (2006)

· Discriminatory practices relating to the treatment of Black pupils, pupils with special educational needs and children/young people in care.  

· What can the young people and the parents reasonably expect from the school and local education authority?

· What do we mean by natural justice and due process?

· The role of mentors, mediators, counsellors - marginal containment or mainstream transformation.

Day 2 Programme

· School Policies - implementation and monitoring.

· Case preparation: source of information – young person, parents and documentation. OFSTED Reports?

· Empowerment of pupils and parents within a child centred model

· Significant parts of the DCSF Guidance on exclusions that the advocates need to absorb.

· Procedures to be followed at the governing body Discipline Committee and Independent Appeal Panel hearings.

· Case studies to illustrate use of guidance.

· Alternatives to exclusion

· Volunteering as an Education Advocate for CEN

The 2 day training course will take place in four different boroughs:

Croydon 
Saturday 30th January and 6th February. Croydon Town Hall (9.30 – 4.30)

Lambeth 
Wednesday 17th and 24th February. LVAC, 95 Acre Lane, Brixton (9.30 – 4.30)

Lewisham 
Wednesday 7th and 14th April. Nexus, 84 Rushey Green, Catford (9.30 – 4.30)

Newham 
Saturday 15th and 22nd May. St Johns Church, Stratford (9.30 – 4.30)

Lunch and refreshments are included.
Contact CEN for a registration form -
Tel: 0208 432 0530 
E-mail post@compowernet.org 

This 2 day training is funded by Awards for All (Big Lottery Fund)

CEN

Www.compowernet.org                
Charity No 1099111
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Derian House Children’s Hospice Respiratory Conference – call for 
papers

Respiratory Conference

29th and 30th June, 2010

The Woodlands Conference Centre 
Chorley 
Lancs, UK
As part of an ongoing programme of Professional Development at Derian House we are to hold a two day conference in relation to a wide range of topics within ‘Respiratory Care’

for Children and Young People.
It is intended to facilitate a mixture of theoretical presentations and practical workshops to underpin the theoretical presentations.
The day will be supported  by Alderhey Children’s Hospital and Royal College of Nursing Lancashire East Branch. 

Call for papers

If you are involved in any way in this area of care and would like to contribute, we would like to hear from you. Please send your papers through by January 31st 2010.
For more information or to submit a paper -
E-mail: patricia.clarkson@derianhouse.co.uk 
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Skillz for Life - open to disabled young people aged between 13 and 18
Whizz-Kidz is launching new social and skills-based sessions in 11 different regions around the country, called ‘Skillz for Life’. Three modules will run in each region in early 2010, and are open to disabled young people aged between 13 and 18. Their aim is for young people to make new friends, have fun and build their confidence – through sessions incorporating teamwork, games, and multimedia learning.

Skillz for Life has been developed in partnership with National Star College and Speak; an advocacy group of young disabled people who are delivering the training. The scheme follows an accredited independent living skills course outline. 

Places are limited and the deadline to sign up is Wednesday 16 December. To find out about your nearest session, please contact Phillippa Gillespie at Whizz-Kidz on 020 7798 6125 or email p.gillespie@whizz-kidz.org.uk 
Since 2005, Whizz-Kidz has piloted many regional clubs for young people to help support peer-to-peer learning and local campaigning activity. Skills for Life builds upon this groundwork, and forms part of the charity’s Kidz Unlimited project – made possible by £2.8m of Big Lottery Funding. 

A 2008 survey of the young people that Whizz-Kidz work with found that many were not getting their personal development needs met - 27% were not being given the skills to get a job at school or college, and 29% were not being taught life skills that would prepare them for adulthood. Chief Executive Ruth Owen said: 
Whizz-Kidz found that 48% of our beneficiaries felt they didn’t currently have the skills or training to become an independent adult. We believe that every child deserves the opportunity to fulfill their potential, and Skillz for Life is another tool supporting us to achieve this.
Whizz-Kidz is led by the views and opinions of young people, who are at the heart of what they do. The Kidz Board – 12 young people who guide the charity and act as ambassadors for their work - was established in 1997. Kidz Unlimited continues to develop young disabled people’s independence through vital new skills, training and work placements. 

For more information about Whizz-Kidz, please visit www.whizz-kidz.org.uk 

Rob Dyson
PR Manager
Whizz-Kidz 

Tel: 020 7798 6103
www.whizz-kidz.org.uk
 

http://www.facebook.com/whizzkidz
http://twitter.com/whizzkidz
http://www.youtube.com/WhizzKidzUK
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NOFAS Conference: FASD - childhood to adulthood

9th February 2010

London, UK

Theme: What does the future hold for a baby born with Foetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder?

To find out more about the conference, visit:

http://www.nofas-uk.org/PDF/NOFAS-UK%20conference%202010.pdf 
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Partners in education

The National Educational Advocacy Partnership (neap) of independent visual impairment (VI) specialists forms a national framework for educational advocacy.

Its aim is to ensure that children and young people with a visual impairment, and their families, who need support and advice in obtaining the best and most appropriate learning environment – including if necessary specialist teaching and equipment – have access to a qualified educational advocate. These advocates may be called upon to represent and guide the family through what can be a legal and bureaucratic minefield, right up to tribunal hearings and appeals.

Since neap was formed it has helped 466 families across the country. 

The National Blind Children’s Society is the lead partner in the initiative and employs five full-time educational advocates, four of whom are qualified teachers of visually impaired children.  

The neap partnership ensures its educational advisors are kept up to date with government changes to the Special Educational Needs Code of Practice. Through the Independent Partnership of Special Educational Advocacy (IPSEA) they attend regular training courses on issues affecting young people with a visual impairment and on changes to the tribunal system.

Other neap partners are drawn from national VI support organisations including:

· The Batten Disease Family Association

· Blatchington Court Trust

· UK Keratoconus Self Help and Support Group
· The Nystagmus Network
· The Royal London Society for the Blind
· The Royal National College for the Blind
· SOS!SEN
Robert Perkins, as a trustee of the Blatchington Court Trust which promotes education and employment for young people with visual impairment in Sussex, led the initiative in 2007 which resulted in the successful establishment of neap. He said: 
The demand for advice and support is growing and neap aims to deliver a systematic approach with quality standards, working within the legislative and regulatory framework, in conjunction with schools, visual impairment services, local authorities, parent partnerships and other agencies.

Our aim is for all children and young people with visual impairment to receive education provision appropriate to their needs, and to help parents and carers have a greater understanding of their child’s educational issues to enable them to deal with them effectively.

If an Appeal to Tribunal is unavoidable, the family will be represented and supported through that process.
More good news for families and their advisors is found in the UK Vision Strategy implementation plans where Statements for children with visual impairment are highlighted. The National Blind Children’s Society is leading the Vision Strategy development planning for young people up to the age of 25.

For more information on neap -

Visit the website at www.neap.org.uk 
or contact NBCS on 01278 764764, or www.nbcs.org.uk
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Interconnections information service: Can you help? Will you write?
Interconnections, as part of its Information Service, publishes this free monthly Electronic Bulletin and the quarterly IQJ (Interconnections Quarterly Journal – subscription £25 per annum, www.icwhatsnew.com). 

We are looking for people with relevant knowledge and experience to submit information about the following subjects in relation to children and young people:

· Having a disability and being gay

· Having a disability and belonging to a black and minority ethnic group

· Having a disability and being in prison or other penal institution

We are looking for personal experience, surveys, research and writings. 

Please forward this request to your colleagues and networks

Contact: p.limbrick@virgin.net 
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 Handbook – ‘Championing the Rights of Disabled Children & Young 
People’
Janet Cooper writes -
The handbook is an invaluable resource for everyone working with disabled children, young people and their families this includes Children’s Centres, Early Years providers, Education settings, Health and Social Care services, Housing services, Recreation and Leisure Services, etc.
It has been written with disabled children, young people, parents, carers and practitioners. It clearly identifies the 10 Standards of the Charter and how they fit within the Every Child Matters Agenda and the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child. Furthermore, the handbook also supports organisations to examine and review their services whilst implementing the 10 Standards of the Include Me TOO Charter.

The handbook covers the following areas: 

· How the Charter can be implemented

· (UNCRC) United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (Enhanced interpretation to meet the Rights of Disabled Children)

· How to ensure disabled children and young people are supported in relation to Every Child Matters.

· The RESPECT Code of Practice for Representation, Participation and Involvement of Disabled Children, Young People, Parents and Carers. 

· Relevant legislation

This handbook is an invaluable resource that ensures that the RIGHTS of disabled children & young people are valued and supported by society and all agencies and individuals working with disabled children and young people.

For further information please contact:

Janet Cooper

Administrator

Include Me TOO

Tel: 01902 711604

Fax: 01902 445322

www.includemetoo.org.uk
Company Ltd By Guarantee No:5710791

Registered Charity No: 1125838
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Karten Multi Media Project wins award for most innovative use of 
media technology

The Percy Hedley Foundation is proud to announce that the Karten Multi Media Project has won an award for ‘Most Innovative Centre in the use of Media Technology’. The award was presented to disabled project workers Juliet Fraser and Richard Hunter at a conference in Birmingham on Tuesday 13th October 2009. Juliet commented: 
It was great to be short-listed and have the opportunity to attend the conference. We didn’t expect to win and we were so excited and proud to accept the award.

The Multi Media Project was set up in January 2008 with funding from the Karten Network and it is situated on the Orion Business Park in North Shields as part of the Foundation’s Adult Services. The studio space, control room and stop frame animation areas are fully accessible and the studio has adjustable workstations for wheelchair access.

Multi Media aims to develop projects initiated by the service users, as well as offering their services to community groups and businesses to enhance the effectiveness of their communication. Working alongside 2 coordinators, service users have planned and executed a number of successful projects, such as a training and induction DVD, a music film for a local band, a marketing DVD for a local college to name but a few. 

Kevin Taylor, Media Coordinator said: ‘There are many different roles for people to try out, both in front of and behind the camera. Project Workers get involved in all areas of media from writing and directing to lighting and camera operation. We ensure that if there is an interest, there is a way to make the tasks accessible.  It’s a great way to work and I’m enjoying it very much. The award is just the icing on the cake.’

The Percy Hedley Foundation aims to provide personalised, specialist services for disabled people.  If you would like to find out about the media project or require any further information, please contact:

Marie Watts
Day Services Manager
Tel: 0191 238 1300 
E-mail m.watts@percyhedley.org.uk.
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What will happen to these children when they grow up? This report 
helps.
Martin Brookes of New Philanthropy Capital writes -
In our research into children with autism, special educational needs, disabilities and life-limiting conditions, we noticed the same question cropping up again and again: What will happen to these children when they grow up?

Our latest research answers this question and looks at how disabled teenagers can make a successful transition from childhood to adulthood. The report, Rights of passage, highlights how charities are plugging gaps in government services and helping young people to lead more independent lives. Click here to download a copy of the report.
Jamie was one teenager facing an uncertain future. He was born with a condition that meant he was not expected to live beyond the age of 12. The question of what would happen to him if he reached adulthood was not raised until he was 17. Jamie’s mum, Anna said:
Despite Jamie’s disabilities, he knew that he wanted to leave school at 17 and leave home at 18. But no one in social services knew what to do with him, and the best they could offer was a nursing home with elderly people.  
Fortunately, friends told Anna about a house run by the charity Scope, where Jamie could get support while living with people his own age. Like Anna, a lot of families of disabled youngsters feel let down by government services. Christine Lenehan, Director of the Council for Disabled Children, says she meets many who see their child’s 18th birthday as a challenge, instead of a time of celebration and excitement. She says:

They are fearful, thinking, ‘What are we going to have to fight for now?’
If you would like to discuss the findings of the report or have any questions about NPC’s work, please get in touch.

Martin Brookes
Chief Executive
New Philanthropy Capital.
E-mail: New.Philanthropy.Capital@cmp.ctt-news.org 
Tel: 020 7785 6300
www.philanthropycapital.org 
Follow us on twitter: http://twitter.com/newphilanthropy
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Interconnections Quarterly Journal: End-of-year offer
IQJ end-of-year offer for people in the UK

We have just published Issue Number 7 of the successful online Interconnections Quarterly Journal, (IQJ). The contents of this, and of the previous Issue 6, are listed below. You can see summaries of these articles if you visit: http://www.icwhatsnew.com/iqj/index.htm
I am writing with an end-of-year offer. If you subscribe before the end of 2009 you will be charged only £15 instead of the usual £25*. This will give you access to Issues 8, 9, 10 and 11 in 2010.

You can pay by PayPal or you can ask for an invoice. Just send me an e-mail, let me know how you want to pay and we will immediately send you the access code to the current Issue 7 as an added bonus.

Peter Limbrick
Editor
Interconnections

E-mail: p.limbrick@virgin.net 
Web: www.icwhatsnew.com 

	IQJ: Contents of Issues 6 and 7

	Issue 6, July 2009
	Issue 7, October 2009

	Editorial: Blue boxes. Orange flames
Peter Limbrick
	Editorial: 

Peter Limbrick

	Opinion: Recognising Fathers – The experiences of fathers who have children with learning disabilities

Christine Towers
	Opinion: Resistance in the UK to Counselling and other talking therapies prevents families of disabled children making the necessary adjustments and adaptations to their situation  Shirley Young

	Lead Article: Eww ‘one of them’…! On being gay and disabled

Gudrun Limbrick
	Lead Article: The Eye of the Sea - A response to the article, TAC for the 21st Century: A unifying theory about children who have multifaceted disabilities
Pamela Bartram

	The Dixon Method

Hilary Dixon 
	The helping relationship with parents of babies who have limited/ uncertain life expectancy  Jenni Thomas

	An alphabet of helpful hints: F is for Families – and Fathers  Peter Limbrick 
	An alphabet of helpful hints: G is for Grandparents
Peter Limbrick with Don Meyer and Jenni Thomas

	The Helping Relationship: Understanding Partnerships

Professor Hilton Davis
	Learning through experience: St Margaret’s School successfully teaching pupils with Rett syndrome
Jan Cunningham

	A Town Like Alice – Episode 6

Deborah Berkeley
	A Town Like Alice – Episode 7

Deborah Berkeley

	Addressing sleep disturbance in young children with developmental delay  Annie O’Connell
	Issues for practitioners in supporting grandparents

Ray Murray

	Parent Power? Parent Power!

Mary Camplin
	The ICPCN (International Children’s Palliative Care Network) Charter  Sue Boucher

	Web resources from Common Knowledge (CKUK) make learning fun for everyone  Jackie Stewart
	A question for parents: Do you need TAC (the Team Around the Child approach)? Peter Limbrick

	Therapeutic positioning: Working in partnership towards tangible outcomes for children

Sarah Hill
	Waving not drowning: Supporting carers and parents of disabled children who work or wish to work 
Janet Mearns


* This offer is for people in the UK only and ends at midnight on December 31st 2009

If you are outside the UK, you can subscribe in the normal way at -http://www.icwhatsnew.com/iqj/subscribe/index.htm 
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Save the Children and the Family Fund reveal that 27 per cent of 
disabled children across the UK are living in poverty

From press release -

Disabled children's charity the Family Fund has welcomed the inclusion of the Child Poverty Bill in the Queen’s Speech. This came on the same day as a new report by Save the Children and the Family Fund reveals that 27 per cent of disabled children across the UK are living in poverty.

Derek Walpole, Chief Executive of the Family Fund, which provides grants for low income families of severely disabled children across the UK, said - 
The government’s determination to end child poverty is great news for disabled children’s families. Having a disabled child can too often make families poor. Their expenses go up while caring responsibilities make it more difficult for parents to work.

Eddie Casement, who coordinated the study for the Family Fund, said –

Some parents have described to us that they feel they are living on a knife-edge. That would be both parents who are not working, who are receiving benefits, and also parents who are in work. From research we know that it's up to three times more expensive to bring up a child with a disability.

The report, Taking a Closer Look, says that unless measures address the needs of families with a disabled child or a disabled adult, child poverty rates will continue to be unaffected. However, measures to help these families could have a major impact on the achievement of child poverty targets.

The report is available from:
http://www.savethechildren.org.uk/en/54_9784.htm  
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Moving On and Planning Ahead – an easy guide to living more 
independently

Moving on and Planning Ahead is available in print and online: www.making-money-easier.info
Produced in an easy read format, Moving on and Planning Ahead covers a range of topics including what it means to live independently, putting together a plan for independence, paying for support and accessing the benefits that you are entitled to.

Moving on and Planning Ahead is part of Making Money Easier - a series of guides produced by United Response (www.unitedresponse.org.uk/ ) and ARC (Association for Real Change: http://www.arcuk.org.uk/) which aim to make information about money, banking and independence easier to understand for people with learning disabilities and anyone who may benefit from accessible financial information. The Moving on and Planning Ahead guide has been funded by the FSA (Financial Services Authority) as part of the National Strategy for Financial Capability.

To order a free, printed copy please contact United Response:

Tel: 020 8246 5200
E-mail charlotte.padgett@unitedresponse.org.uk
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thecoupleconnection.net – support for couples

An online relationship advice and support service for couples

Visit: www.thecoupleconnection.net 

And if you have a child with special needs –

Visit: http://thecoupleconnection.net/articles/134
Please put this information into your networks
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Niemann-Pick News 
To view the Autumn 2009 issue of Niemann-Pick News please click: http://www.niemannpick.org.uk/document_downloads/documents/newsletterautumn2009.pdf
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Viewpoint – the UK's leading learning disability magazine 

Published by Mencap, Viewpoint captures all the news, campaigns and best practice from the world of learning disability. The November/December 2009 edition is out now. 

Viewpoint is published six times a year. 

Pulse, the accessible arts and leisure supplement, is published three times a year. 

Viewpoint is also available on audio CD. 

To subscribe to Viewpoint, go to: www.mencap.org.uk/viewpoint
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Speech Therapy Today e-bulletin – free

Visit: http://www.speech-therapy.org/STTI_sign_up.html
29
Alliance for Childhood Newsletter


Visit: http://www.allianceforchildhood.org.uk/fileadmin/templates/2006/uploads/AfC_newsletter_4-1_Nov09.pdf
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Please forward this bulletin into your networks and to interested colleagues

 

Peter Limbrick

Interconnections

E-Mail: peter.limbrick@icwhatsnew.com
Web: www.icwhatsnew.com
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