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1       About this Interconnections Electronic Bulletin, how to send your 
news items & how to advertise
 

A: Introduction

This free monthly Bulletin comes from Peter Limbrick who set up Interconnections in 1995 to offer independent consultancy to statutory and voluntary services in the field of babies and children who have disabilities / special needs. This Bulletin is part of the Interconnections Information Service. 
Interconnections is the home of the Team Around the Child System (TAC) for early childhood intervention / early support.
 

This Bulletin goes to over 12,000 people in all parts of the UK and Ireland and then finds it way into many other networks and countries. The address list includes people from health, education and social services, the voluntary and private sectors, parent organisations, research organisations, campaign offices, etc. 
People who receive the bulletin are welcome to forward it to their own colleagues and networks and to use the information in their newsletters and bulletins. 

 

Our electronic address list; Please let me know when you want to add, remove or alter a name on the list. This can be done by e-mail, telephone, fax or post.

 

Peter Limbrick
Editor
Interconnections Information Service
Tel/fax: 01497 831550   
E-mail: p.limbrick@virgin.net
listings are not validated. we advise you to research before sending off any material or money and before giving information to any organisation

B: We hope you will want to use the Electronic Bulletin – 

· to publish a short article or a feature
· to spread the word about your good practice and innovative work

· to disseminate summaries of research and survey findings 
· to get answers from readers to your questions 

· to voice an opinion 

· to tell readers about your organisation, service or campaign

· to tell readers about your website or newsletter 

· for your press release 

How to send your information 

Please send your text electronically using MS Word giving clear information about who is submitting the information and where readers should go for further information. Your text will then be pasted into the bulletin as it is. We do not use pictures, logos, or colour and we do not send any attachments out with the bulletin. We don’t unfortunately have time to compose text for you from your leaflets, etc.  

Deadline: The 25th of each month - or soon after by agreement. 

Contact: Peter Limbrick

E-mail: p.limbrick@virgin.net
C: 
Advertising in the Electronic Bulletin

If you wish, you can advertise your event, service, training, etc. The standard rate is £60 for up to 400 words. This income helps us keep the free Bulletin going. The deadline for copy is the 25th of each month - or soon after by agreement.
If your event charges its delegates, trainees, etc less that £60 then we do not charge you for advertising. Large, commercial concerns might be charged above the standard rate. 
Please note, we do not use logos or display boxes – advertisements are just plain Times New Roman text in black, as in the items in this Bulletin. 

Contact p.limbrick@virgin.net to discuss your advertisement.
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Lecture & Lunch: ‘Towards 21st Century working practices in Early Childhood Intervention’ – Edinburgh and Bristol
Edinburgh
Monday 15th November, 2010. 10.30 a.m. - 12.30 p.m. (Reception at 10.00 and lunch at 12.30)
Holiday Inn Edinburgh

132 Corstophine Road

Edinburgh

EH12 6UA

Bristol

Wednesday 23rd March, 2011. 10.30 a.m. - 12.30 p.m. (Reception at 10.00 and lunch at 12.30)
Armada House

Bristol

BS1 4BQ

‘Towards 21st Century working practices for teachers and therapists in early childhood intervention / early support’
A lecture and discussion by Peter Limbrick

In this lecture Peter will argue that, as an essential part of modernising Early Childhood Intervention / Early Support, radical change is needed in the working practices of both teachers and therapists – and in how they work together. 
From this change will come a 21st Century system that reduces the potential for stress and strain on children, saves families’ time, money, energy and spirit, and makes far better use of practitioners’ time. 
Topics to be discussed include:

· the multifaceted condition (in preference to the concept ‘multiple disabilities’)

· the parent-owned Team Around the Child (TAC) 
· focusing less on types of practitioner and more on the child’s learning needs

· regulating how many practitioners can be involved with a child

For a broad background to the lecture, please see our publications on early intervention at:

http://www.icwhatsnew.com/services/publications/index.htm 
Cost (to include light vegetarian lunch): £45.00. There are some free places for parents.

To apply for a place, please: 

E-mail: p.limbrick@virgin.net

Tel: (0044) 01497 831550.

3
Conference: Children with visual impairment and autism - 
furthering understanding of research and practice

18-19 November 2010

Thistle Hotel

Marble Arch

London.

This two-day conference will share recent research and practice relating to the education and care of children with visual impairment and autism. It will raise your awareness of the issues and provide you with information and ideas. The conference will also launch a Resource Pack which is the result of a collaborative project between RNIB, Sunfield, the National Autistic Society and Brookfields School. 

Further details, including a leaflet and booking form available from
www.rnib.org.uk/autism or contact children@rnib.org.uk
4
Conference: More than just a moment in time . . . exploring the long-term consequences of childhood acquired brain injury
Date: Monday 8th November 2010; 9 am - 5 pm

Location: East Midlands Conference Centre, Nottingham

Organised by: Freeth Cartwright solicitors on behalf of Trust-ed*

Trust-ed's one day conference will explore the often unrecognised, long-term consequences of an acquired brain injury sustained during childhood or adolescence.

The conference will be chaired by Dr Ron Savage from the USA, internationally known for his work with young people with ABI.

Suitable for: Teaching and teaching assistants; educational and clinical psychologists; speech and language, occupational and physiotherapists; brain injury case managers; medical professionals, particularly those involved in rehabilitative or community work; solicitors and barristers; social workers; education placement officers and commissioners; people with ABI and their family members.

Keynote speakers:

· Dr Michael Collins, Pittsburgh Medical Center

· Professor Huw Williams, Exeter University

· Dr Rob Forsyth, Royal Victoria Infirmary and Newcastle University

· Dr Tom Beattie, Royal Hospital for Sick Children, Edinburgh

· Dr Ruth Kent, Pinderfields Hospital, Wakefield.

Topics will include:

· Childhood ABI and future offending behaviour

· the usual and unusual presentations of post-traumatic epilepsy

· the significance of acute medical care on long-term outcomes

· the effects of childhood ABI on future employment and independent living prospects

· the future effects of mild traumatic brain injuries and sports' concussions

There will also be contributions by young people with ABI and their family members. The afternoon will include a choice of workshops to allow smaller group interaction and questions.

Cost: 
Standard: £175.00

Public/Voluntary sector: £145.00

Families: £35.00 per person 
Further details:

Visit: http://www.freethcartwright.co.uk/Events&location=loc_0000144 
E-mail: Julie.scheller@freethcartwright.co.uk or phone: 0115 935 1879

* What is Trust-Ed?
We are a charitable organisation with a vision to improve the lives of young people with acquired brain injuries (ABI) and their families. We aim to promote understanding and awareness of the long-term education needs of children and young people with ABI, to disseminate information, to promote expertise in addressing these needs; and to provide specialist short and long-term education and assessment for students with ABI.

All profits received from this conference will be used to further these aims. 
Please support us. Thank you. 
Trust-Ed ABI Services is registered with Charities Commission. Charity Registration Number 1119827
5
Two-day Course on the Team Around the Child System (TAC): the       family-owned antidote to confusion and time-wasting
Tuesday 12th & Wednesday 13th October, 2010

Friends Meeting House, 

Euston Road,

London (Near Euston and St. Pancras stations.)

Who the Training is for: Training in the TAC System is for people who are involved with babies and young children who require ongoing multiple interventions because of disabilities and special needs in development and learning. People are invited to attend from statutory health, education and social services, from the voluntary and private sectors, from disability and campaigning organisations, and from parent groups.    

Costs, meals & accommodation: The cost for the two days is £295.00 per delegate. This includes support material for each learning module, vegetarian lunches for each day and refreshments in the breaks. It does not include hotel accommodation, breakfasts or evening meals. (Delegates will be offered an opportunity to come together for an evening meal on the evening of the first day, but this is not included in the cost of the course.)  

Delegates will be offered suggestions for nearby hotels when they book their place. This will include a range of prices – probably between £75 and £125 per night.

The number of delegates is limited to 25. Delegates are welcome from all countries.

Contact p.limbrick@virgin.net for the full electronic information pack and booking form. 
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Workshop: Exploring the notion of “hard to reach” and improving engagement in services

This workshop focuses on: 

· a consideration of so called ‘hard to reach’ groups

· the misconceptions and challenges around these groups

· the implications for engaging such groups in social care, health care, education and community support services.

You are invited to attend a one day workshop to explore these issues in detail – and share good practice

This workshop is being run by Strategic Consult & C Ltd on the following dates:

September: 

14th (Bristol)

20th (Wigan)

22nd (Durham)

October:

4th (Newcastle-Upon-Tyne)

6th (Hull)

11th (Birmingham)

12th (Birmingham)

18th (Calderdale)

November:

2nd (Birmingham)

8th (Essex)

9th (Birmingham)

29th (Doncaster)

December:

6th (Essex)

14th (Essex)

The price for this workshop is £95.00 per person and includes a buffet lunch and refreshments.
Group discounts are available – please get in touch for details.
We have limited places on these workshops and allocation is on a first come first served basis

To book please contact charlotte@strategicconsult.co.uk 

or telephone 07762798008.
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Alliance for Childhood 3rd International Conference – ‘Childhood in Balance’

13th -16th  October 2010

Budapest

Hungary 

During the four-day conference, we have a valuable opportunity to explore the subject of ‘Childhood in Balance’. This theme is meant to encompass the entirety of the formative years, from birth until adulthood.

The Alliance for Childhood, associated sponsors and supporting organisations want to share new insights into the themes of early childhood and care; the effect of the media and IT on children; and poverty and exclusion'. We will seek to find ways in which to support and encourage each other in what we do and to develop concrete policy proposals for the various levels on which we operate.

The conference is open to everyone who shares a concern for these questions. We hope you will be able to join us for this important event!

Please find here further details including the conference programme timetable and registration form. 
http://www.allianceforchildhood.org.uk/fileadmin/templates/2006/uploads/Budapest_Conference_Programme_and_Biographies.pdf
http://www.waldorf.hu/conferences/
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Programme/Seminar: National Autistic Society Cymru help! For parents and carers

Date: Sept 9th, 16th and 23rd. 9.30 – 2.45 daily.

Location: Queens Hall, Narberth, Pembrokeshire

Organised by: NAS

The programme, which runs for 3 sessions, is for parents/carers of children aged between 4 and 14 years and who have received a diagnosis of an autism spectrum disorder (ASD) within the last 24 months. Parents with children working towards a diagnosis can also apply.

Suitable for: Parents, Carers.

Delivered by :

· Juliet Gibbon NAS

The programme sessions cover:

· What are autism spectrum disorders – a brief overview

· Top tips for communication and interaction

· Practical strategies for education and educational rights/law

· Accessing support services

· Approaching behaviour difficulties
Cost: Free for parents and Carers

Further details: 

E-mail: david.protheroe@nas.org.uk
Tel:- 01792 325298

 
9
The 30th Annual OAICD Conference - early bird registration has been extended!

Pre-conference October 20, 2010
October 21-22, 2010

Caesars Windsor Hotel & Casino
Windsor, Ontario, USA
The 30th Annual Conference of the Ontario Association for Infant and Child Development (OAICD)
‘The Power of Relationships: Families, Professionals & Policy Makers’
Early bird registration has been extended to September 10th, 2010 – 4:30pm

The Ontario Association for Infant and Child Development invites you to submit abstracts for workshops or posters to be presented at the 30th annual conference presented by ChildrenFirst.

For more information about this conference please go to:
http://www.oaicd.ca/conference2010

Contact:
Sharri Hamelin, Conference Coordinator: shamelin@children-first.ca 
10
RCN-accredited Sleep Practitioner Workshops for health 
professionals, PAMs, etc. working with families of disabled children
Coming Workshop:

8th and 9th November, 2010
Central London

As part of the Handsel Trust’s on-going Sleep Initiative to tackle sleep deprivation in families of children and young people with disabilities, we are offering two-day Sleep Practitioner Workshops. The workshops will be an introduction to the principles of sleep assessment and management. 

The Workshops* are suitable for frontline health professionals, professionals allied to medicine, and psychologists who work with families of children and young people with disabilities / special needs. There are three options:
· Delegates can attend pre-arranged workshops in their region. 

· Service managers can invite us to run the Workshop at their venue.

· Councils and their allied health services can invite us to help them develop a local sleep training strategy. 

* These workshop are accredited by the Royal College of Nursing Accreditation Unit

For further information contact: joanne@handseltrust.org 
Watch this space for our 2011 programme
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The challenges of caring for children and young people with life-threatening / life-limiting illnesses within the community

Derian House Study Day

Monday 6th June 2011

The Woodlands Conference Centre
Chorley
Lancashire, UK.
CALL FOR PAPERS

At Derian House we recognize that the past few decades have seen considerable growth and innovation for community children’s nursing and therefore, as an organization that is very much part of the community and as part of our Professional Development Programme, it is intended to facilitate a Study day in relation to a wide range of topics within this theme.
It is intended to facilitate a mixture of theoretical presentations and practical workshops to underpin the theoretical presentations.
Are you involved in any way in this area of care? Can you share with us, for example, an area of research, innovate practice, practice development, a case study etc. and would like to contribute, then we would like to hear from you. 

Please send your papers through by 31st October 2010.
For more information or to submit a paper please - 

E Mail: patricia.clarkson@derianhouse.co.uk  
Tel No: 01257 233300
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Autism Oxford affordable speaker events
Autism Oxford is dedicated to promoting understanding and offering useful, practical information about autism and living with the condition. We do this by bringing in world renowned experts, established speakers with autism and Asperger’s Syndrome, and new, young speakers with autism.

We have 2 fascinating events coming up:

SUCCEEDING WITH ASPERGER’S         

SATURDAY 18TH SEPTEMBER 2010.   

12.15PM – 5PM

Headington School, OXFORD, UK.

Featuring:

· Ben Delo, MA (Oxon) MBCS  

· Rachel Pike Regional Co-ordinator of the NAS

· Young Speakers with AS.

ASPERGER’S SYNDROME – THE INSIDE STORY

SATURDAY 9TH OCTOBER 2010

10.15AM – 4PM  

Church of Christ the Cornerstone, MILTON KEYNES, UK.

Featuring:

· Marc Fleisher, MPhil, Bsc

· Young Speakers with AS 

Both events are provided at the affordable prices of:

Professionals £30 plus vat                                                                                                         People with ASC/Family Members £20 plus vat

For further information and booking details, go to: www.autismoxford.org.uk  

Contact details:     

Telephone: 01844 353292

E-mail: info@autismoxford.org.uk
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Research suggests neurobehavioral symptoms and cancer increase in populations near mobile phone base stations
Epidemiological Evidence for a Health Risk from Mobile Phone Base Stations

Vini G. Khurana, Lennart Hardell, Joris Everaert, Alicja Bortkiewicz, Michael Carlberg, Mikko Ahonen

In International Journal of Occupational and Environmental Health, Vol 16, No 3 (2010)
Abstract

Human populations are increasingly exposed to microwave/radiofrequency (RF) emissions from wireless communication technology, including mobile phones and their base stations. By searching PubMed, we identified a total of 10 epidemiological studies that assessed for putative health effects of mobile phone base stations. Seven of these studies explored the association between base station proximity and neurobehavioral effects and three investigated cancer. We found that eight of the 10 studies reported increased prevalence of adverse neurobehavioral symptoms or cancer in populations living at distances < 500 meters from base stations. None of the studies reported exposure above accepted international guidelines, suggesting that current guidelines may be inadequate in protecting the health of human populations. We believe that comprehensive epidemiological studies of longterm mobile phone base station exposure are urgently required to more definitively understand its health impact. 
Key words: base stations; electromagnetic field (EMF); epidemiology; health effects; mobile phone; radiofrequency (RF); electromagnetic radiation.

Full Text: http://www.ijoeh.com/index.php/ijoeh/login?source=%2Findex.php%2Fijoeh%2Farticle%2Fview%2F1309%2F1036 
Comment from Peter Limbrick

The ‘human populations’ with which this paper is concerned, do, of course include our children and young people who are increasingly exposed to these emissions at home and at school. While we cannot prevent some exposure, we can, as parents, teachers and school governors, do everything possible to keep exposure to a minimum. This ‘precautionary approach’ would avoid wi-fi baby alarms, replace wi-fi laptops with wired versions and limit use of mobile phones. 

Please let me know if you would like to be told about relevant websites. 

Contact p.limbrick@virgin.net 
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Report from Contact a Family - Families with disabled children struggle to afford food and heating
Families with disabled children are going without essentials such as food and heating. This is the norm, not a temporary crisis brought on by the economic slump.

These are the findings of Counting the Costs 2010, a survey and report from Contact a Family. The survey, a repeat of one carried out in 2008, asked over 1,100 UK parents caring for a disabled child about their current financial situation. Key findings include:
· Almost a quarter are going without heating (23%). Up from 16% in 2008. 

· One in seven (14%) are going without food. Down from 16% in 2008. 

· More than half have borrowed money from family or friends (51%) to keep financially afloat or pay for essentials, such as food and heating. Up from 42% in 2008. 

· More than 40% have applied for a charity grant. Up from 25% in 2008. 

· Almost three quarters (73%) are going without days out and leisure time with the family. Up from 55% in 2008. 

Srabani Sen, Chief Executive of Contact a Family, said: “Many families with disabled children are in financial dire straits. Everyone has been hit hard by the recession but families with disabled children were already having to cope with a harsh combination of extra living costs and the difficulty of holding down a job and caring. These financial pressures have been worsened by the economic slump and have left many at breaking point.” She added, 

“In the forthcoming Comprehensive Spending Review we call on the Government to pay particular attention to ensuring that families with disabled children are genuinely protected.”

For further information:

Tel: 020 7608 8741. 
www.cafamily.org.uk 
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Train to Care: Learning and consultancy

This comes from ACT, the children’s palliative care charity, and is for all professionals who work with life-limited children. It aims to raise standards in children’s palliative care by encouraging organisations to develop their team’s confidence, expertise, knowledge and skill set. 

Further information:

Visit www.act.org.uk/traintocare
E-mail traintocare@act.org.uk 

16 
The Institute for Neuro-Physiological Psychology and the work of Sally Goddard Blythe
The Institute for Neuro-Physiological Psychology was set up in 1975 by PhD Psychologist Peter Blythe with the aim of researching into the effect of immaturity in the functioning of the central nervous system on specific learning difficulties and adults suffering from agoraphobia and panic disorder.

INPP is dedicated to the development of procedures for the assessment and remediation of neuro-developmental problems. Since it was established in 1975, the INPP has been at the forefront of research and clinical practice into the effects of abnormal primitive and postural reflexes on learning and emotional functioning and was the first to “map” the relationship between individual reflex abnormalities and specific educational and behavioural outcomes.
Sally Goddard Blythe trained at the INPP in 1987/88 and joined the permanent staff in 1988. Since that time she has written numerous articles and papers on neuro-developmental factors in educational difficulties.

In 1996, Sally adapted and extended the INPP clinical programme for application to schools in the form of “The Developmental Test Battery and Exercise Programmes for use in Schools with Children with Special Needs”. This programme has been taught to thousands of teachers in the UK, Germany, The Netherlands, Hungary and Poland over the last 12 years and has been the subject of a number of independent studies. She has also been the driving force behind the development of a standardised international protocol for the provision of training in The INPP Method.
Last year, Sally wrote an Opinion piece for Interconnections Quarterly Journal entitled ‘Physical interaction and social engagement – essential ingredients for later learning success.’ (IQJ, Issue 4, January 2009. http://www.icwhatsnew.com/iqj/index.htm)

Further information:

http://www.sallygoddardblythe.co.uk/index.php 
http://www.inpp.org.uk/ 
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Factsheet: Hydration for Children - Back to School 
News from Dr Emma Derbyshire, PhD RNutr, Consultant to the Natural Hydration Council

In my role as independent nutritionist and consultant to the Natural Hydration Council, I have developed a downloadable factsheet entitled Hydration for Children - Back to School which explains the importance of adequate hydration for children both from a health perspective and from an educational perspective in terms of maximizing cognitive performance in the classroom.
  
As water contains no sugar, calories, additives or acids, there are multiple reasons why we all ought to drink more of it, and to encourage our children to do so. These are fully explained in Back to School - Hydration for Children, which is available at -http://www.naturalhydrationcouncil.org.uk/Article/Display/77.
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Jodi Awards spreading their wings in 2010 – use of digital 

technology   to widen access…for disabled people
The Jodi Awards 2010 are for best use of digital technology to widen access to information, collections, learning and creativity for disabled people.  
Nominations are now being sought for the prestigious Jodi Awards from museums, galleries, libraries, archives, heritage sites and disability organisations internationally and in the UK and overseas. 
First given in 2003, European Year of Disabled People, the Jodi Awards celebrate practice that inspires locally, nationally or internationally. We welcome nominations from all kinds of projects, small and big, low-tech and hi-tech and for small and large audiences.  These may be as varied as computer literacy courses in a library, accessible touch screens in a museum or online archival materials accessible to disabled researchers. What counts is the value of the project and the quality of engagement with disabled people.
For more information and a Nomination Form visit: www.jodiawards.org.uk    

19 
INDI (Infrastructure Network for Disability Information) South East Launch Event
28th September 2010
Guildford, UK
This one day event formerly launches the INDI South East initiative and will provide a wealth of information and expertise covering current and future issues within the voluntary and community sector. 
The aim of INDI South East is to share disability related information, skills, resources and knowledge among voluntary and community sector organisations to help improve the opportunities they provide for disabled people.

The INDI South East Launch event is free to attend for all charity related organisations based in the South East region by registration.

For further information please visit www.indi.org.uk 
or contact Becki Meakin at becki@asksid.org.uk 
or on 07553 344326 
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 10-minute online survey by NAS about workforce learning needs

The National Autistic Society is currently carrying out a survey, jointly commissioned by Skills for Care and Skills for Health and funded by the Department of Health. The purpose is to define the learning needs relating to autism for the generic health and social care workforces (not autism specialists). 

The first stage of the process is to gather the views of relevant people through this survey. Then we will collate those ideas and draft a proposal. Then we would like to consult on the draft so that we can make any changes that are necessary before publishing the guidance.

The survey should take no more than 10 minutes to complete. The people that we would like to reach are:

1. Social Care commissioners

2. Social Care providers (employers and managers)

3. Social Care providers (professionals and workers at all levels)

4. Health Service commissioners

5. Health Service providers (employers and managers)

6. Health Service providers (professionals and workers at all levels) 

7. Carers and supporters of people on the autism spectrum

8. People on the autism spectrum

If you have links with any health or social care professional bodies, please forward this information so that they can cascade to their members.

Please feel free to fill in the survey yourself (if you are in one of the categories above) and pass this information on to friends and family.

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/YYN9XBS
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