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1       About the Interconnections Electronic Bulletin

 

This free monthly Bulletin comes from Peter Limbrick who set up Interconnections in 1995 to offer independent consultancy to statutory and voluntary services in the field of babies and children who have disabilities / special needs. 

 

It goes to over 10,000 people in all parts of the UK and Ireland and then finds it way into many other networks and countries. The address list includes people from health, education and social services, the voluntary and private sectors, parent organisations, research organisations, campaign offices, etc. People who receive the bulletin are welcome to forward it to their own colleagues and networks and to use the information in their newsletters and bulletins. 

 
Our electronic address list ; Please let me know when you want to add, remove or alter a name on the list. This can be done by e-mail, telephone, fax or post.

 

Peter Limbrick
Interconnections
Tel/fax: 01497 831550   
E-mail: p.limbrick@virgin.net
 listings are not validated. we advise you to research before sending off any material or money and before giving information to any organisation
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10,000 people want to know what you are up to!
We hope you will want to use the Interconnections Electronic Bulletin as free space – 
· to publish an article or a feature
· to spread the word about your good practice and innovative work

· to disseminate your research and survey findings 
· to get answers from readers to your questions 

· to voice an opinion 

· to tell readers about your organisation, service or campaign

· to tell readers about your website or newsletter 
· to tell readers about a new publication
· for your press release 

How to send your information 

Please send your text electronically using MS Word giving clear information about who is submitting the information and where readers should go for further information. Your text will then be pasted into the bulletin as it is. We do not use pictures, logos, or colour and we do not send any attachments out with the bulletin. We don’t unfortunately have time to compose text for you from your leaflets, etc.  

Deadline: The 25th of each month - or soon after by agreement. 
Contact: Peter Limbrick

E-mail: p.limbrick@virgin.net
3      Events Listing - spreading the word about your conference or 
training event
 

The Electronic Bulletin goes out to over 10,000 people (and growing) in the UK, Ireland and some other countries, and then finds its way into many other national and international networks. This resource has been established now over 68 monthly issues. 
We offer you two ways of advertising your event:

(i) You can post basic information at this link: http://www.icwhatsnew.com/eventslisting/submit.htm 

or by sending us an e-mail: click here to email us
(ii) If you want to give more information, you can insert up to 400 words about your event into the Bulletin. Just send us your text in MS Word (no colour, logos, etc) and we will paste it in. The deadline is the 25th of each month. 

Your 400 words is free space if your event charges delegates less that £75.

If your event charges delegates £75 or more then we charge you £50 for the space in the Bulletin. 

We can offer reductions for multiple inserts.
To discuss your needs please contact: p.limbrick@virgin.net 
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Diploma in Therapeutic Play Skills: An Integrative Approach to Play 
Therapy - Children and their environment
The course is designed for anyone who has had at least 100 hrs experience of working with children or adolescents using therapeutic play or creative arts and has an appropriate first degree or equivalent. Participants may come from any background such as:

· Counsellors 

· Psychotherapists 

· Clinical Psychologists 

· Primary School Teachers/Assistants

· Nurses

· Nursery School Teachers/Assistants 

· Social Workers 

· Play School Teachers/Assistants 

· Care Home Staff 

· Adoption/Foster Agency Workers

The course has been designed to:

· Enhance your career/professional skills 

· Increase your satisfaction in working with children 

· Give you the skills to help children develop their emotional literacy 

· Give you the skills to alleviate behaviour and mental health problems 

· Assist your own personal development 

· Provide you with the Profession Structure Model competencies defined by PTUK to work with individuals and groups of children who have moderate to severe problems

The course is experiential in nature and will be specifically rooted in non-directive play therapy. You will be exploring ways of integrating the child as the centre of a social system, which includes schools, families and team of support.

This play therapy course has been clinically accredited by PTUK, PTI and IBECPT. Successful completion of the course and the required clinical hours leads to PTUK certification as a Play Therapist. It is also accredited as a 2 year course (combined with the Certificate). The course is also validated for academic standards by the Canterbury Christ Church University as part of the MA in Practiced based Play Therapy programme run in a collaborative partnership with APAC at a number of centres - see venue details. 

Diploma courses are scheduled for the following dates (more details on our website):

Tunbridge Wells – October 2009 and June 2010

Bristol – September 2009 and February 2010 

Cambridge – October 2009 

Manchester – November 2009

Edinburgh – November 2009

Dublin – October 2009

More information on our website at http://www.playtherapy.org.uk/ 
Please quote ‘icwhatsnew’ when contacting us or applying for a course.
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Certificate in Therapeutic Play Skills: An Enlightened Approach to 
Coping with Children’s Difficulties
The course is unique in integrating both non directive and directive approaches to play therapy. The programme content is based upon the theory and practice of humanistic psychology, particularly that of Virginia Axline ("Dibs In Search of Self"), and Carl Rogers and the gestalt play therapy approach of Violet Oaklander. It recognises contributions made by others in the 20th century such as John Bowlby, Margaret Lowenfeld, Donald Winnicott, Rachel Pinney etc. It also places importance on the spiritual aspect of human development. Opportunities for meditation and all forms of creativity will enrich the contents of the course.

Our play therapy courses have been clinically accredited by PTUK, PTI and IBECPT. They are also validated at a number of venues for academic standards by the Canterbury Christ Church University as part of the MA in Practiced based Play Therapy programme run in a collaborative partnership with APAC.

Certificate courses are scheduled for the following dates (more details on our website):

Tunbridge Wells – April 2010

Bristol – November 2009

Cambridge – October 2009 

Barnsley – November 2009

Manchester – October 2009

Edinburgh – February 2010

Dublin – October 2009

More information on our website at http://www.playtherapy.org.uk/ 
Please quote ‘icwhatsnew’ when contacting us or applying for a course.
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An Introduction to Play Therapy
Designed For 

Anyone interested in using play therapy or developing their skills in working with children. Also for those wishing to make a career decision. It is at stage 1 of the PTUK four stage training model

Synopsis 

The course introduces mainly non-directive play techniques based upon the humanistic model of Carl Rogers and the work of Virginia Axline, Rachel Pinney and Violet Oaklander.. We will be outlining different techniques in play therapy. Participants will experience non-directive play therapy for themselves through sandworlds and a dip into the main skills (art, music, movement and storytelling ). We will also cover employment opportunities and training requirements for working therapeutically with children

Our one day Introductory courses are scheduled for the following dates (more details on our website):

Bristol - Leigh Court - 10/10/09

Salomon's Centre, Tunbridge Wells - 24/10/09

Edinburgh - 31/10/09

Leeds/Barnsley, Wentworth Castle - 14/11/09

Manchester, Quarry Bank Mill, Styal - 03/10/09

Programme 

We will be introducing you to different techniques in play therapy and you will experience: sandworlds, music, art, stories and creative visualisation. We will also cover employment opportunities in working therapeutically with children.

More information on our website at http://www.playtherapy.org.uk/ 
Please quote ‘icwhatsnew’ when contacting us or applying for a course.
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2010 Play Therapy World Congress: Making a Difference - 
Innovations in the Use of Creative Arts & Play Therapies
2010 International Play Therapy World Congress: Making a Difference 
- Innovations in the Use of Creative Arts & Play Therapies
13th – 24th May 2010
Marrakech
Morocco 

Play Therapy International (PTI) and Play Therapy Africa (PTA) are organising the 2010 Play Therapy World Congress. This is an essential event for anyone concerned with the emotional welfare and psychosocial support of children including: 
· Practitioners – Play Therapists, Psychologists, Counsellors, Psychotherapists, Psychiatrists, Teachers, Social Workers, Nurses, Occupational Therapists and Paediatricians

· Clinical Supervisors and Line Managers
· Researchers wishing to acquire supporting evidence and sources for any project concerned with the social, emotional, behaviour and mental health issues of children

· Policy Makers and Service Managers – from National and Local Government departments and NGOs from the education, social services and mental health sectors. 

The Congress welcomes delegates of all levels from those new to play and creative arts therapies to those with many years of experience. 

79 presenters from Australia, Canada, Ethiopia, France, Ireland, Italy, South Korea, Spain, UK and USA will provide examples of the latest play and creative arts therapies practice and evidence of efficacy. Many of these workshops and papers are being presented for the first time – leading edge innovation in the profession. They will also show that these therapies are effective with infants, children and adolescents from many cultures and ethnicity. 

More information about this amazing congress is on our website: http://www.playtherapy.org.uk/WorldCongress/WorldCongress2010home.htm  
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Seminar in London: Supporting the Most Vulnerable Disabled Young 
Children and Their Families – places still available

Thursday October 1st - 10am-3pm (Reception from 9.30am)
Friends Meeting House
Euston Road
London (Opposite Euston Station) 

Speakers: 
Jenni Thomas O.B.E.: ‘When a Child Dies’
Peter Limbrick: ‘Being Genuinely Child and Family-Centred in Education and Therapy’
This national seminar will be a mix of presentations and discussion and will have will have three sections, two in the morning and one in the afternoon:

	Programme

(Timings of break and lunch have some flexibility so as not to interrupt discussions)

	9.30
	Reception

	10.00
	Peter Limbrick
	Peter will outline the potential dangers in requiring vulnerable infants to relate to, and accept being handled by, too many practitioners. Suggested solutions will include integrated programmes and a primary provider within the Team Around the Child system (TAC). 

	11.30
	Break

	12.00
	Jenni Thomas
	Jenni will talk from her long experience of supporting children and parents when a child dies. 

	1.00
	Lunch

	1.45
	Peter Limbrick
	Peter will outline a genuinely family-centred approach that considers fathers, siblings and grandparents and that recognises that this must be a collective multi-disciplinary effort – not extra and unreasonable demands on individual practitioners. These suggestions will be offered in a TAC framework.

	3.00
	Seminar ends


Costs (to include Lunch):

Single delegate: £120

Two delegates: £210 (£105 each)

Three Delegates: £285 (£95 each)

Four delegates: £340 (£85 each)

Five delegates: £375 (£75 each)

Parents and carers: Free (Limited number of places)

Each delegate will receive a year’s free subscription to IQJ (Interconnections Quarterly Journal) which usually costs £25. Visit http://www.icwhatsnew.com/iqj/date.htm 

For further information, to request a booking form, or to book your place contact: p.limbrick@virgin.net 
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Interconnections National Seminar in Wakefield: ‘Just Too Many 
Practitioners?’
17th November 2009. 10.00 a.m. to 3.00 p.m. (Reception from 9.30) 

Cedar Court Hotel
Wakefield, UK
(On Junction 39 on the M1)

	PROGRAMME

The seminar is facilitated by Peter Limbrick and will have a mix 

of presentations, plenary discussion and small-group discussions

	9.30
	Reception and Refreshments

	10.00
	Topic: Too many Practitioners?
How some babies and pre-school children become overloaded with multiple practitioners in response to their multiple needs. TAC protocols as part of a more child-centred approach. 
	Presentation: The traditional ‘scatter-gun’ approach in early intervention: How it arises. Why it is not appropriate.

	
	
	Discussion groups: Which children have too many practitioners? What effect does it have on them?

	
	
	Plenary discussion: TAC (Team Around the Child) protocols to avoid or remedy these dangers.

	11.00
	Break

	11.45
	Topic: Too many programmes?
How some babies and pre-school children become overloaded with too many separate discipline-specific programmes. The TAC system as part of the solution.
	Presentation: Integrating education and therapy programmes into a whole-child approach. 

	
	
	Presentation: Offering some children a primary interventionist within the TAC system.

	
	
	Discussion groups: The pros and cons of these child-centred approaches.

	1.00
	Lunch (vegetarian)

	1.45
	Topic: Radical change.
Does TAC open the way for a radical reconfiguration of how multi-disciplinary and multi-agency practitioners spend their time supporting children with ‘complex’ needs?
	Discussion groups: A case study to explore effective ways forward.

	
	
	Presentation: Involving parents in planning changes to how these children and families are supported.

	
	
	Plenary discussion: Reactions to the radical changes suggested. 

	3.00
	Seminar ends. The room will be available for continuing discussions.

	


Testimonials about our National Seminar 'Just Too Many Practitioners?' which was held in Birmingham on July 9, 2009:
"Thank you for today. It has been real food for thought. I have to go back and start thinking about which pre-school children are not emotionally equipped for the multiple interventions we are giving them.”

"When I get back I am going straight to my manager to get these protocols about overload built into our other protocols.”

"The seminar was a wonderful opportunity to think new thoughts and share with people from other parts of the country.”
Facilitated by Peter Limbrick, these seminars are designed for senior managers and multi-disciplinary practitioners who support babies and young children who have ongoing, multiple conditions and disabilities, and their families. The focus will be service development embracing TAC philosophy, principles and practice. The following is from an essay TAC for the 21st Century:
“So what happens in the UK to an infant who has a ‘multifaceted’ disability?    



The traditional approach is to add a new practitioner for each disability that we discover. The child can be overwhelmed by the requirement to relate to so many people – far more than we would impose on a non-disabled child – and might have a weekly routine crammed with discipline-specific programmes. 



Pre-school practitioners suffer too with increasing demands on their time as they try to meet parents’ aspirations for regular sessions of this or that. 



We blindly assume that the answer for children who have multiple diagnoses is simply to multiply the practitioners. This scatter-gun approach has happened by default and is not tenable within the resources available in the UK. Nor should we perpetuate it when we give some thought to what is fair to children. 



For some reason, these children manage to creep under our ‘child-centred’ radar. Could this be because we remain stuck in an overly medical approach and see the disabilities under the microscope but not the child under our nose?”
Extracts from essay ‘TAC for the 21st Century: 

A unifying theory about children who have multifaceted disabilities’ 

by Peter Limbrick, IQJ, Issue Number 5, April 2009 

Costs (to include Lunch):

Single delegate: £120

Two delegates: £210 (£105 each)

Three Delegates: £285 (£95 each)

Four delegates: £340 (£85 each)

Five delegates: £375 (£75 each)

Parents and carers: Free (Limited number of places)
For an electronic booking form e-mail p.limbrick@virgin.net

Each delegate will receive a year’s free subscription to IQJ (Interconnections Quarterly Journal) which usually costs £25. Visit http://www.icwhatsnew.com/iqj/date.htm 

[A seminar structured on these lines can be staged at your venue 

Costs (excluding expenses): 

£500 per day for up to 20 people

£700 for up to 40 people

£900 for up to 60 people.

Contact Peter Limbrick: p.limbrick@virgin.net  ]
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International symposium: a global status quo on cerebral palsy, with 
a view to the future

5 - 7 November 2009
Utrecht.

This symposium is organised by the International Cerebral Palsy Society, The Dutch Academy of Childhood Disability, BOSK, Association of physically disabled persons and their parents.

Deadline for registration is 30 September 2009!

E-mail: jverheijden@bosk.nl
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Interconnections National Seminar in London: ‘Just Too Many 
Practitioners?’
26th November 10.00 a.m. to 3.00 p.m. (Reception from 9.30) 

Friends Meeting House
Euston Road

London 

(Opposite Euston Station)
	PROGRAMME

The seminar is facilitated by Peter Limbrick and will have a mix 

of presentations, plenary discussion and small-group discussions

	9.30
	Reception and Refreshments

	10.00
	Topic: Too many Practitioners?
How some babies and pre-school children become overloaded with multiple practitioners in response to their multiple needs. TAC protocols as part of a more child-centred approach. 
	Presentation: The traditional ‘scatter-gun’ approach in early intervention: How it arises. Why it is not appropriate.

	
	
	Discussion groups: Which children have too many practitioners? What effect does it have on them?

	
	
	Plenary discussion: TAC (Team Around the Child) protocols to avoid or remedy these dangers.

	11.00
	Break

	11.45
	Topic: Too many programmes?
How some babies and pre-school children become overloaded with too many separate discipline-specific programmes. The TAC system as part of the solution.
	Presentation: Integrating education and therapy programmes into a whole-child approach. 

	
	
	Presentation: Offering some children a primary interventionist within the TAC system.

	
	
	Discussion groups: The pros and cons of these child-centred approaches.

	1.00
	Lunch (vegetarian)

	1.45
	Topic: Radical change.
Does TAC open the way for a radical reconfiguration of how multi-disciplinary and multi-agency practitioners spend their time supporting children with ‘complex’ needs?
	Discussion groups: A case study to explore effective ways forward.

	
	
	Presentation: Involving parents in planning changes to how these children and families are supported.

	
	
	Plenary discussion: Reactions to the radical changes suggested. 

	3.00
	Seminar ends. The room will be available for continuing discussions.

	


Testimonials about our National Seminar 'Just Too Many Practitioners?' which was held in Birmingham on July 9, 2009:
"Thank you for today. It has been real food for thought. I have to go back and start thinking about which pre-school children are not emotionally equipped for the multiple interventions we are giving them.”

"When I get back I am going straight to my manager to get these protocols about overload built into our other protocols.”

"The seminar was a wonderful opportunity to think new thoughts and share with people from other parts of the country.”
Facilitated by Peter Limbrick, these seminars are designed for senior managers and multi-disciplinary practitioners who support babies and young children who have ongoing, multiple conditions and disabilities, and their families. The focus will be service development embracing TAC philosophy, principles and practice. The following is from an essay TAC for the 21st Century:
“So what happens in the UK to an infant who has a ‘multifaceted’ disability?    



The traditional approach is to add a new practitioner for each disability that we discover. The child can be overwhelmed by the requirement to relate to so many people – far more than we would impose on a non-disabled child – and might have a weekly routine crammed with discipline-specific programmes. 



Pre-school practitioners suffer too with increasing demands on their time as they try to meet parents’ aspirations for regular sessions of this or that. 



We blindly assume that the answer for children who have multiple diagnoses is simply to multiply the practitioners. This scatter-gun approach has happened by default and is not tenable within the resources available in the UK. Nor should we perpetuate it when we give some thought to what is fair to children. 



For some reason, these children manage to creep under our ‘child-centred’ radar. Could this be because we remain stuck in an overly medical approach and see the disabilities under the microscope but not the child under our nose?”
Extracts from essay ‘TAC for the 21st Century: 

A unifying theory about children who have multifaceted disabilities’ 

by Peter Limbrick, IQJ, Issue Number 5, April 2009 

Costs (to include Lunch):

Single delegate: £120

Two delegates: £210 (£105 each)

Three Delegates: £285 (£95 each)

Four delegates: £340 (£85 each)

Five delegates: £375 (£75 each)

Parents and carers: Free (Limited number of places)
For an electronic booking form e-mail p.limbrick@virgin.net

Each delegate will receive a year’s free subscription to IQJ (Interconnections Quarterly Journal) which usually costs £25. Visit http://www.icwhatsnew.com/iqj/date.htm 

[A seminar structured on these lines can be staged at your venue 

Costs (excluding expenses): 

£500 per day for up to 20 people

£700 for up to 40 people

£900 for up to 60 people.

Contact Peter Limbrick: p.limbrick@virgin.net  ]
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Shared Care Network: AGM, Conference and Training Events
Shared Care Network Autumn Conference & AGM
Wednesday 7th October ‘At-Bristol’, Bristol Harbourside

‘Recruiting, Retaining and Developing the Short Breaks Workforce’
A one-day conference giving ideas on recruiting more carers, identifying how to keep those providing 

short breaks motivated and how to meet the support and development needs that equip short break 

carers to offer consistently high quality placements.  

Members:  £165. Non members: £215  Carers/Parents: £80

weblink: http://www.sharedcarenetwork.org.uk/dynamic/scn138.jsp 
Shared Care Network Core Training Days 2009:
‘Providing Culturally Appropriate Short Breaks’




Wednesday 16th September - Premier Inn, Kings Cross, London 

Members:  £195. Non members: £250  

This course guides delegates through the means to offering accessible and relevant services to black and minority ethnic disabled children and their families.  

‘Play & Leisure Activities with Disabled Children’




Wednesday 16 September – Shared Care Network, Bristol 
Tuesday   22 September – Premier Inn, Kings Cross, London 
Tuesday   29 September – The Place Hotel, Manchester 

Members:  £140.  Non members: £190. Parents/Carers: £90

This practical one day course will provide a host of ideas for giving disabled children a fun and stimulating time on their short break. 

‘Working With Emerging Sexuality Training Day’






Thursday 17 September - The Bar Convent, York 
Thursday 26 November - Rose Road Association, Southampton  
Members:  £195. Non members: £250

A course aimed at enabling participants to develop a greater awareness of the issues involved in supporting young disabled people in developing personal relationships and expressing their sexuality.   

‘Implementing the CWDC Standards for Short Break Carers Training Day’

Thursday 5th November - Premier Inn, Kings Cross, London 

Thursday 12th November – Manchester (Venue to be confirmed)

Members: £120. Non Members: £150

The CWDC Training, Learning and Development Standards for Short Break Carers now apply to all short break carers offering placements that are regulated by the Fostering Service Regulations (2002). Shared Care Network developed the standards for CWDC to ensure they were relevant and proportionate to the short break carer role.  This course will help supervising workers to understand their role and implement the standards effectively. 
‘Setting Up and Running a Contract Carer Service Training Day
‘

Thursday 19th November – Premier Inn, Kings Cross, London

Members: £195. Non Members: £250

This participatory training day is aimed at helping teams who are interested in setting up a contract carer (or salaried carer) service.   

For further information please view our website page:

http://www.sharedcarenetwork.org.uk/dynamic/scn97.jsp  

Booking enquiries:  Adam.Hignell@sharedcarenetwork.org.uk
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I CAN Training 2009/2010                                                      
I CAN is the children’s communication charity. We have developed a workforce development programme to meet the needs of practitioners who work with children. We use the experience of our staff, many of whom work in direct service delivery, and our associates who are experts in the field. This enables us to bring together a comprehensive programme.

We are always happy to work with you to meet your needs. 
For more information, please contact the I CAN Training Team 
on 0845 225 4073
email workforcedevelopment@ican.org.uk
or visit http://www.ican.org.uk/training.aspx
	Start Date
	Ref
	Course Name
	Tutor
	Duration (days)
	Venue
	Price



	23/10/2009
	1001
	Upward Spirals in Language Development in the Early Years
	Marion Nash
	1 day
	RSCLT

London
	£200 +VAT

	28/10/2009
	1006
	Hanen: It Takes Two to Talk
	Lynn Braun
	3 days
	RSCLT

London
	£600 +VAT

	13/11/2009
	1002
	SEBD/ SLCN in pre-school children
	Melanie Cross
	1 day
	RSCLT

London
	£180 +VAT

	24/11/2009
	1018
	How to be effective in early years - linking evidence to practice
	Jon Gilmartin & Di Pollitt
	2 days
	RSCLT

London
	£360 +VAT

	25/11/2009
	1003
	Developing Communication through Music - Day 1
	Claire Ingleheart
	1 day
	RSCLT

London
	£180 +VAT

	26/11/2009
	1004
	Developing Communication through Music - Day 2
	Claire Ingleheart
	1 day
	RSCLT

London
	£180 +VAT

	01/12/2009
	1005
	Supporting Children with Additional Languages with SLCN in the Early Years
	Sunita Shah & Ami Mathur
	1 day
	RSCLT

London
	£180 +VAT

	07/12/2009
	1007
	Play and Communication: A Non-directive Approach
	Rosemary Bazley
	1 day
	London
	£180 +VAT

	10/12/2009
	1008
	Facilitating Parent-Child Interaction
	Keena Cummins
	2 days
	RSCLT

London
	£360 +VAT

	12/02/2010
	1009
	Upward Spirals in Language Development in the Early Years
	Marion Nash
	1 day
	RSCLT

London
	£200 +VAT

	01/03/2010
	1010
	Working with Autistic Spectrum Disorders in Schools
	Julia Cook
	1 day
	RSCLT

London
	£180 +VAT

	03/03/2010
	1011
	Developing Communication through Music - Day 1
	Claire Ingleheart
	1 day
	RSCLT

London
	£180 +VAT

	04/03/2010
	1012
	Developing Communication through Music - Day 2
	Claire Ingleheart
	1 day
	RSCLT

London
	£180 +VAT

	11/03/2010
	1013
	Facilitating Practitioner-Child Interaction
	Keena Cummins
	1 day
	RSCLT

London
	£180 +VAT

	22/03/2010
	1014
	Supporting Children with Additional Languages with SLCN in the Early Years
	Sunita Shah & Ami Mathur
	1 day
	RSCLT

London
	£180 +VAT
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The Brazelton Centre - Training courses for healthcare providers 
working with newborns and parents

The Brazelton Centre

Promoting an understanding of infant behaviour

in Great Britain

Registered charity number 1086814

Newborn Behavioural Observations (NBO)

Systems Training

2nd and 3rd  November 2009

Royal Free Hospital, Pond Street, London NW3

Based on the Neonatal Behavioural Assessment Scale (NBAS), the NBO uses NBAS strength-based concepts and provides an introduction to newborn behaviour to sensitise parents to their newborn’s abilities, while building collaborative relationships between health professionals and parents. The NBO is appropriate for work with families with babies from birth to 3 months old.

(previous training in the NBAS is not a pre-requisite for NBO training)

£425.00 - to include all materials and lunch/refreshments

Neonatal Behavioural Assessment Scale (NBAS)

25th and 26th  January 2010

Addenbrookes Hospital, Cambridge

The NBAS provides a detailed assessment of the individual infant’s functioning and reactions to handling, crying, sleeping and waking from birth to 2 months old.  The   information gained provides caregiving suggestions for parents and an in-depth understanding of infant behaviour for both parents and health professionals.  The NBAS has been recommended in the Child Health Promotion Programme, 2008 by the Department of Health and has a sound evidence-base.  

It can be used clinically or in research.

£650.00 - to include materials, lunch, refreshments and certification day at later date

Further information and registration form contact:

E-mail: info@brazelton.co.uk   
Tel: 01223 245791 
Visit: www.brazelton.co.uk
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Conference: Safeguarding Children – Getting it right across the NHS
October 21st 2009

London, UK.

Safeguarding Children 2009 is designed to serve two vital goals; drawing together insight, information & understanding around the core issues facing health professionals in this area, whilst providing a forum for debate, collaboration and networking by the very professionals implementing child protection services at the coalface.

Visit: www.safeguardingchildren2009.co.uk 
16
The Ear Foundation/PHONAK Virtual Conference - Round the world 
in 15 hours: Future challenges for hearing technologies
 
29 September 2009
Moving on…. with cochlear implantation ….. with middle ear implants…..with other hearing instruments……with FM systems
 
Cost: £35
 

Speakers:
Teresa Ching, Graeme Clark, Kristina English, Paul Govaerts, Ruth Litovsky, Michal Luntz, Mark Lutman, Hannes Maier, Marc Marschark, David McAlpine,  Gerard O’Donoghue, Jim Patrick (Cochlear), Angela Pelosi, David F Rätz (MED-EL), Jerry Schloffman (Advanced Bionics), Neelam Vaid and Yum Zheng

 

Schedule of presentations:
A schedule of all the presentations is now on our website.

 

We invite you to join us for The Ear Foundation/PHONAK Virtual Conference on future challenges for hearing technologies. This virtual conference begins in Australia, with Graeme Clark, and travels around the world via major international contributors, to end up 15 hours later with Gerry O’Donoghue from the West Coast of the US.

 

The conference will be appropriate for all those involved with deaf children and adults, using the latest hearing technologies. It brings a multi-disciplinary focus to the topic covering:

· Hearing and the brain 

· FM systems with other hearing technologies

· Cochlear implantation: Surgical challenges, audiological assessment, technological challenges and innovation , bilateral implantation, hearing aids and implants, 

· Middle ear implants

· Electro-acoustic hearing 

· Counselling skills for audiologists

· Multi-professional working 

· Educational issues in a technological era

· Delivering multi-professional services in developing countries

 

Activities - you will be able to: 
· attend Live Presentations by leading experts 

· discuss the topics of the presentations in forums with the presenters and with your peers

Book on–line now:  

Book online via the link below

http://www.earfoundation.org.uk/education/articles/502  
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handseltrust conference: Focus on Family Sanity, Strength & Skills

October 19th 2009

City Hospital

Birmingham, UK

Places still available

This conference is for multi-disciplinary practitioners and managers who work in statutory, voluntary or private services that support babies, children and young people who have disabilities and/or special needs and their families. Practitioners are invited to bring with them a parent or disabled person who uses their service.
 
We have chosen this theme because we have in the UK a growing number of infants who are so vulnerable that they would not survive their first years without the strength and skills of their parents, and because the family might remain the major source of support well into adulthood. 

 

We also observe that very many parents become exhausted and stressed in the fight to get effective services for their child. Some families break apart.

 

We believe that each service and each practitioner within it has a dual responsibility – to offer relevant interventions for the child and at the same time to provide some relevant resources to help the family cope now and in the future. 
	PROGRAMME

	9.15
	Reception & Refreshments

	9.45
	Introduction by Chair Penny Lacey 

	9.55
	Anna Waugh - Postural Care: Course Manager since 2006. Anna co-ordinated the company’s bid to become a Nationally Approved Centre within the Open College Network, the UK’s largest adult education awarding body. 

‘Protecting Body Shape’

	10.30
	Nigel Carter – MOVE Europe: Nigel has worked in the area of Special Education for over 30 years, 10 years as a Head teacher of two Special Schools.  He has supported a Regional and National levels in developing policy and practice for children with special needs.

‘The Move Programme: What the professionals need to hear.’

	11.00
	Break

	11.00
	Jan Mitcheson – Couple Connection: Head of Practice Development, Jan designs and develops research base, innovative resources to enhance the capacity, capability and confidence of practitioners working to support families. She is an experienced Health Visitor with a BA Hons Sociology, MSc Community and Public Health and holds a Post Graduate Certificate in Education.

‘Supporting and strengthening couple relationships.’

	11.50
	Myra Johnson – ACT: Myra has worked within the voluntary sector for over 19 years, mainly within PR and Communications.  Working for a range of national charities including youth homelessness, housing domestic violence and children’s palliative care.

‘A Family Companion to the ACT Care Pathway.’

	1.00
	Lunch

	2.00
	Penny Lacey – Handsel Trust

Penny is a trustee of the Handsel Trust, a Senior Lecturer in Special Education at the University of Birmingham and author of ‘Support Partnerships’ which looks at practical collaboration in special needs education.

‘Plenary discussion.’

	2.30
	The White Lodge Centre

Anita Reals, Dip C.O.T. Advanced Specialist Paediatric Occupational Terapist

& Anna Will, M.S.C.P. Therapy Team Leader & Advanced Specialist Paediatric Physiotherapist.

‘Nurture Growth Enablement – the development of a model of practice.’

	3.00
	Break

	3.30


	The Handsel Trust

The Handsel Trust has been working on a national sleep initiative for 3 years and will be updating the conference on our progress and finings.
‘Sleep? What’s That?’

	4.00
	End of Conference.


Costs:
Single place for a paid worker - £120

Paired-place for a worker & family member - £150

The paired-place facility enables a member of a user family to attend with funding from their council or health authority. Please make use of it if you can.
For further information
E-mail: Joanne@handseltrust.org

or call 0121 373 2747
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There4U - a mental health & well-being service
There4U is a mental health & well-being service providing information for clients of NHS, Local & National Government Agencies, Housing Associations and the Voluntary Sector in Berkshire and across England. 
We are an independent service run by the Patient Information Officer for and with the full support of Berkshire Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust.

Visitors to our site are welcome to contact us if they cannot locate the information they require and we will try to locate it for them. 

Visit: www.there4u.org.uk 

E-mail: Info@there4u.org.uk  

Coordinator - John Jones
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Audio PowerPoint presentations about Team Around the Child (TAC) 
for audiences outside the UK and Ireland
Interconnections has a range of PowerPoint presentations about the TAC System with an audio commentary by Pete Limbrick. They can be used in professional development courses, service development programmes, and seminars & conferences. Each can be modified as necessary to address your particular questions and issues.

For a list of titles and costs, terms & conditions, contact Pete Limbrick

E-mail: p.limbrick@virgin.net  
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Media release: Scientists identify inherited susceptibility to childhood 
leukaemia 
                

Scientists at The Institute of Cancer Research (ICR) have for the first time found inherited genetic variants that increase the risk that children will develop the most common type of leukaemia, according to results published online in Nature Genetics.
 
The researchers say the findings are important because it brings them a major step closer to understanding the complex process by which acute lymphoblastic leukaemia (ALL) – the most common form of cancer in children – develops.


Most cancers are thought to be triggered by a combination of factors, including environmental exposure, inherited genetic susceptibility and chance. For childhood ALL, scientists at the ICR have previously found that a blood cell mutation occurring before birth and other mutations acquired after birth – perhaps triggered by common childhood infections – are involved. 


While ALL does not appear to run in families, the ICR scientists have for the first time identified that inherited risk factors are also involved in its development.


They made the discovery using new technologies that enabled them to compare the whole DNA genome of patients against healthy controls to identify natural variations in genetic regions or specific genes that confer risk or protection against cancer. This tactic has proved successful for several adults cancers (breast, prostate, brain, and colon).  


In a study funded by Leukaemia Research and the Kay Kendall Leukaemia Fund, the ICR team discovered inherited variations in three different genes, which individually increased the risk of ALL by 30 per cent to 60 per cent.  


The genes themselves control the development of lymphocytes – the cells that are altered in ALL.


Professor Richard Houlston, head of the ICR’s Molecular and Population Genetic Team and lead geneticist on the study, said: “These findings provide the first evidence that genetic makeup plays a major role in the risk of ALL and insight into how the disease develops.”


Professor Mel Greaves, leukaemia biologist, Chairman of the ICR’s Section of Haemato-Oncology and co-investigator on the study, said: “This is a very significant advance in our understanding the complex process by which children develop leukaemia. The new results should not be taken, by parents or the public at large, to mean that children develop leukaemia because of an accident of inheritance. Genetic risk factors are just one component of cause. Finding the triggering exposures still remains a focus of intense effort, particularly with respect to possible future prevention.”


Dr David Grant, Scientific Director at Leukaemia Research, said: "This research has uncovered more important clues to explain how blood cells can transform to leukaemia.  A complete understanding of how leukaemia develops will lead to new, less punishing, treatments to cure all children with this cruel cancer".

 
About 400 children are diagnosed with ALL each year in the UK, making it the most common type of cancer in children.
 
The Institute of Cancer Research:
Visit www.icr.ac.uk 
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The Special Needs Handbook would like to hear from you
No need to reinvent the wheel - The Special Needs Handbook would like to hear from you


We are compiling a unique new publication which will be tremendously useful to parents and professionals alike. The Special Needs Handbook will be full of handy, helpful tips, ideas and solutions for day to day problems encountered by people living with or supporting a child or adult with special needs. 

Once compiled, the Special Needs Handbook will be made available free over the internet. Internet users will be able to print off and copy any of the material, to use either personally or to disseminate freely to others e.g. support groups, schools, therapists, etc. The handbook may also be published (not for profit) and made available through shops.

Examples of useful tips:

Tooth brushing: Use an electric toothbrush. The vibrations can be a sensory aid

Dressing: Crawling: use goal-keeper trousers which are already padded at the knees and hips
Toys: Pet shops sell great sensory toys

Send your practical tips to us now: mail@specialneedshandbook.com
All contributors will be acknowledged - so remember to include your name and address along with the tips you send in. Thank you for working with us to make this project a success.
The Special Needs Handbook team.
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Working parents badly let down by summer childcare
Janet Mearns writes -

Working Families’ Survey on Summer Holiday Care for Disabled Children


Nearly 70% of parents of disabled children surveyed by Working Families said that finding appropriate childcare during the summer holidays was a barrier to their paid work.


Working Families, the national charity which, uniquely, helps parents balance their work commitments and their home responsibilities, carried out a survey this summer. We asked members of our Waving not drowning network of parents of disabled children who work or wish to work about their experiences of finding and using summer holiday care for their disabled children. Parents felt that the childcare available did not meet their children’s needs. It was difficult to find out what was available. It was too far from their homes, didn’t cover the hours they needed to enable them to work and cost too much.


Parents need to work for financial reasons. It costs three times as much to raise a disabled child as a non-disabled child. A disproportionate number of families with disabled children live in poverty. Also parents wish to work for reasons of self esteem, to socialise and to be good role models to all their children. But the care they need is not there. ‘It’s brick wall after brick wall.’ said one mother.


Over half the parents we spoke to said that the information available about childcare for disabled children was ‘not helpful’ and 12% said the information was difficult to track down.


In order to manage this summer, of the parents we spoke to, 25% took unpaid leave and10% reduced their hours. Sadly, 3% had had to give up their jobs. Others got by with the help of family and friends or by requesting flexible working arrangements. A significant number had to reduce their incomes and said that their choice of jobs or progress in their careers was severely limited by the lack of suitable care.


Parents reminded us that their children were as entitled as any others to fun, stimulating activities in the school holidays but were missing out because they needed support.


As well as providing a free newsletter, publications and a helpline to advise parents about their rights in the workplace Working Families campaigns for a better deal for working parents and their children. Our survey has shown the great need for a campaign appropriate summer holiday care for disabled children and easy access to information about what is available.

Janet Mearns

Disability Advser

Working Families

Janet.mearns@workingfamilies.org.uk
Visit: www.workingfamilies.org.uk
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Communities Empowerment Network: School Exclusions 
Advocacy Training

· Spend a whole day with experts developing and honing your advocacy skills.

· Understand how to intervene informally at an early stage – and how to go down the formal route if required, that is making representations to the school governors or presenting appeals to independent panels.

· Practise examining sources of relevant information – official documents, witness statements, DCSF Guidance and, most important of all, personal accounts and written statements from the students, peers, friends and their families.

· You will also consider further steps in safeguarding the rights of young people through application for high court review in cases of denial of natural justice or referral to the Local Government Ombudsman in cases of maladministration.

· You will be advised how to make the best use of borough-based statutory and voluntary/community services in supporting young people and their families.

· You will recognise school exclusions as wasteful, destructive and discriminatory, and how there are much better alternatives for encouraging self-discipline and cooperation.  

You will also have an opportunity to consider how schools can be brought into modern times in terms of governance, staffing, enrolment, curriculum and learning resources that reflect Britain’s modern multi-ethnic society – and how best to oppose discrimination and promote genuine equality of opportunity and  good social and working relations.

In other words, how do we ensure that our schools are inclusive, integrated, welcoming learning communities where needs can be properly met and potential positively realised?

Bear in mind that 5% of secondary and 20% of primary schools don’t exclude at all
Vacancies on the following Saturdays: 19 September; 17 October; 21 November. 

9.30 a.m. to 4.30 p.m. Venue: Croydon Town Hall.

Join us in the struggle for justice and equality in education. These are our children’s rights.

Contact CEN (Communities Empowerment Network) for details.

Tel: 0208 432 0530/1/2/3. Fax 0354.

Email: post@compowernet.org  
Website: www.compowernet.org
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CDC (Council for Disabled Children) News Digest is now available to 
download
Visit: http://www.ncb.org.uk/cdclatest 
If you would like to be added to the mailing list for the digest, please email cdc@ncb.org.uk with 'Subscribe to CDC News Digest' in the subject line. 

If you would like to contribute to the CDC News Digest, email a short news piece to cdc@ncb.org.uk Submissions should be no more than 150 words, with a link or contact details for where to find further information. 

The deadline for articles for the next issue is 5pm Friday 16 October 2009. 

Vivienne Nwabuzo
Communications Officer
Council for Disabled Children
T: 020 7843 6060
E-mail: vnwabuzo@ncb.org.uk
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Conference: Promoting mental health and psychological wellbeing 
in children and young people with learning disabilities

Wednesday 4th November 2009

Leicester
UK
To explore the importance of developing early intervention and prevention services for children and young people with learning disabilities - and their families and carers.
E-mail: info@key-note.co.uk
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Cerebra Annual Neurological Research Conference and Children’s 
Awards

Wednesday 28 & 29th October 2009

Cardiff Millennium Stadium, UK                                                                  

For further information - 
E-mail: RobertW@cerebra.org.uk
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More UK children with learning disabilities ‘sent away’ now than in 
the bad old days of long-stay hospitals. Read it in ‘Challenge’

The Summer issue of ‘Challenge’ is now available, this issue focusing on education for children and young adults with severe learning disabilities.
 

Policy and practice regarding children with learning disabilities have changed radically in the past 40 years. In the main feature, ‘Home or away’, Peter McGill (University of Kent Tizard Centre) examines recent research and issues for future provision, coming to the surprising conclusion that, despite the move away from long-stay hospitals and policies of inclusion, we are now excluding from their local communities nearly as many children with learning disabilities as we did in the 1970s. 

 

In accompanying articles, a parent and an independent special needs education provider debate whether out of area residential school placements are a “scandal” or “solution” for families. Peter McGill sets out three recommendations for change if we are to reduce the need for residential school and other residential placements: “it would clearly be much better if far fewer children and young people had to leave their families and travel halfway round the country in order to access specialist knowledge and experience.”  

 

Other articles include: 
· work by Westgate College to provide individually tailored Further Education opportunities for a group of students with severe learning disabilities and challenging behaviour 

· information about the new Deprivation of Liberty safeguards and what this means for both individuals and care providers 

· news of a new national initiative led by the Challenging Behaviour Foundation: the Challenging Behaviour National Strategy Group 

Regular articles include ‘your questions’, ‘what parents say’, new resources from the Challenging Behaviour Foundation, ‘Comment’ by Tony Osgood, Lecturer in Intellectual & Developmental Disability, Tizard Centre, University of Kent, and editorial by Vivien Cooper, Chair of Trustees and Founder of the Challenging Behaviour Foundation.

 

‘Challenge’, the newsletter of the Challenging Behaviour Foundation, is produced three times a year and is available free of charge by emailing: info@thecbf.org.uk 
or downloading from www.challengingbehaviour.org.uk
From Helen Marron 
The Challenging Behaviour Foundation 
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A new banking facility specifically for families with disabled children. 
A good idea? The Family Fund wants to know
The Family Fund is a charity that helps families with severely disabled children to have choices and the opportunity to enjoy ordinary life. They are considering whether it would be feasible to set up a new banking facility that would provide financial products and services designed specifically to meet the needs of families with disabled children. 
They are conducting a survey to help them understand your financial needs. It would be extremely valuable if you could answer as many questions as possible. Your feedback will be very helpful in ensuring they meet your needs and those of other families with disabled children.

The survey should take no more than 15-20 minutes to complete and your response will be confidential. 


You can complete the survey at the following link: http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=Ata6pvIrEoh4mvWFq1aHTw_3d_3d
The survey closes on 27th September 2009

To learn about the Family Fund visit: http://www.familyfund.org.uk/ 
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NAS Conference: Understanding my world - Supporting students 
with Asperger syndrome
19th October 2009, 9:30am – 4:00pm

NAS Helen Allison School
Longfield Road
Meopham
Kent DA13 0EW

This conference is aimed at parents of children and young people with Asperger syndrome or high-functioning autism and the professionals working with them, such as SENCO’s, teachers, classroom assistants, home-school liaison workers, educational psychologists, speech and language therapists and occupational therapists. The conference will provide you with practical ideas and give you an opportunity to network with others who have an interest in the subject. 

List of speakers:
· Dean Beadle, an adult with Asperger syndrome 

· Dr. Glenys Jones, The University of Birmingham

· Alice Stobart, NAS South East Education Service

· Annie Etherington,  Senior advisory teacher, Barnet LEA 

· Corrina Laurie, Specialist Occupational therapist

· Victoria Little, NAS Prospects Employment Service

Conference fee: £50 for professionals and £20 for parents. This includes conference material, and a light lunch.

If you would like to attend, please email to helenallison@nas.org.uk 
If you require further information, please do not hesitate to contact:

Michelle Hunt
T: 01474 814878
E-mail us on helenallison@nas.org.uk 
Interconnections Electronic Bulletin. listings are not validated. we advise you to research before sending off any material or money and before giving information to any organisation.

 

Please forward this bulletin into your networks and to interested colleagues

 

Peter Limbrick

Interconnections

E-Mail: peter.limbrick@icwhatsnew.com
Web: www.icwhatsnew.com
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