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Regional Hubs of Effective Practice in SEN 
 North West Region 
4th Strand : Developing Opportunities 16-19 and beyond for Young People with SEN/LDD
1.
Background:

1.2
Provision for young people with SEN/LDD beyond 16 has not always matched need and there is evidence, in most local authority areas, that where good provision existed in the past that has reduced or even disappeared.  As a result opportunities that lead to good long term outcomes for very vulnerable young people have been reduced.  This reasons for this are complex and would include:
· funding for courses beyond 16 lies with the Learning Skills Council who will only consider funding courses where there is demonstrable academic progress;
· statements of SEN apply only to schools and therefore the legal thresholds for delivering inclusion and meeting special educational needs have not extended to the LSC, further and higher education sectors in the same way as to schools and LAs;
· etc.
1.3
As a result there is a view, within LAs and amongst some parents, that good quality education and training reduces or even ceases for many young people at 16 or 19 years of age.  This seems to be particularly acute for specific groups young people e.g. young people with:

· social and emotional difficulties;

· behavioural difficulties;

· severe learning difficulties;

· autism particularly those with challenging behaviour.
1.4 As a result the longer term outcomes i.e. the wider ‘every child matters’ outcomes are particularly poor for these young people. Longer term ECM outcomes in this context would include: 

· those in education, employment, or training;
· those known to have offending behaviour;
· those who are homeless or in temporary accommodation;

· those living in supported, independent accommodation;
· those who are or have been in prison;

· those who are married or in long term relationships.

· etc. (we can add or delete from this list)
1.5 The return of funding for 16-19 from LSC to consortia, in most cases led by the LA provides a unique opportunity to improve outcomes for these vulnerable young people and their families by ensuring that their needs are met fully, not only in schools up to age of 16 or 19 but to 25 and beyond through the provision of good quality education and training by local providers, including FE colleges, 
2. 4th Strand 
2.1 It is proposed that the 4th strand of the hubs of effective practice in the North West region will focus on these issues with specific work in the following areas:

1. A detailed analysis of current outcomes for a specific group of young people, as identified in xxx above, who left school in 2000 and 2005 using the outcomes detailed in xx above. 

2. Identification of good practice in the region (or beyond) that deliver improved outcomes (to be defined) for these vulnerable young people and why it works – training opportunities, college courses etc.
3. Details of opportunities that are needed in the future in education and training  (FE and HE) to deliver better outcomes (as identified in 2) above) in the future for these vulnerable young people.

